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LECTURE III. — Parr I. 
ON HEMIPARAPLEGIA. 

Paralysis of voluntary movement in one of the lower limbs and 
anesthesia in the other are the tial sympt of hemi- 
paraplegia—Cases showing the existence of a few other cha- 
racteristic symptoms of this affection— Conclusions from the 
facts mentioned in the lecture. 

I nave, I think, positively proved that when a lesion 
exists in a lateral half of the dorsal region of the spinal 
cord, above the dorso-lumbar enlargement, if there is a 
paralysis of voluntary movement, this loss of power is in 
the lower limb on the side of the lesion. I can go farther, 
and state that many clinical facts establish, beyond any 
possibility of doubt, that a lesion, wherever located in the 
length of the spinal nervous centre, but limited to one of 
its lateral halves, if it produces paralysis, invariably causes 
it in the muscles on the side of the lesion receiving their 
nerves from the parts of that nervous centre below the seat 
of the alteration. We may therefore conclude, in cases of 
paralysis of one of the lower extremities, that, if it is caused 
by a lesion in the spinal cord, this organic alteration exists 
in the side where the loss of movement is found. 

ved, by the decisive cases of Monod, 

(Tue Lancer, Sept. 25th, 1869), that when 

produces ysis in a lower limb, in consequence 

of the alteration it causes in one of the lateral halves of the 


enlargement, if it causes anesthesia of tactile and painful 
impressions, it is in the non-paralysed lower extremity, and 
not in the paralysed limb, that we find this loss of feeling. 
As sensibility, therefore (at least the two kinds of 
that faculty I have just named), the opposite side of the 
is that where it is lost in cases of lesion in the dorsal 

of the spinal nervous centre, as it is also in cases of 
lesion in the cervical part of that centre, according to the 
demonstration I have given in wy lecture on Spinal Hemi- 





sequently, if in a case of organic disease of the spinal 
cord we find these very peculiar symptoms — first, 
ralysis of one of the lower extremities, with conservation 


and weakness in the knees and feet, without any swellin 

orredness of these parts. The weakness was not constant, an 

a sometimes in one limb and sometimes in the other. 
It showed itself chiefly when the patient put his foot in 
the stirrup, and tried to mount a horse. Eighteen months 
before I saw him, he observed that his sexual power began 
to diminish. This symptom went on increasing so much, 
that a complete loss of that power had existed for five or 
six weeks when I saw him first. In June, 1865, he n 
to suffer from constipation, which soon reached a consider- 
able om and compelled bfm to make constant use of 

ves. 

Getting out of bed, on the 10th of October, 1865, he found 
that his lower limbs, especially the left, were somewhat 
paralysed as regards movement and sensibility to touch or 
yiectine. One or two days after, he remarked that he had 
some difficulty in retaining his urine, and that the power of 
e ing it was also diminished. After two or three days 
he began to have subjective (referred) sensations of heat 
and cold in the legs and feet. These sensations soon 
diminished in the left limb, and increased notably in the 
right one, where they became almost constant, and very 

inful. 

The symptoms of paralysis and anwsthesia very soon 
changed. In the right limb the paralysis increased, while 
the diminution of feeling became gradually less, and then 
ceased; in the left limb, voluntary movements improved, 
and e almost normal, while sensibility, on the con- 
trary, diminished considerably. Nearly two months after 
the attack, the sole of the right foot became hyperesthetic, 
and he had pain when he placed that on a small stone, 
or even a seed, while walking. By the end of November, 
1865, he began to feel a sensation of great constriction 
round the right knee and thigh. Soon after, attacks of 
spasmodic movements occ in both lower limbs, more 
——- in the right. These attacks, which usually 

several minutes, took place chiefly when he tried to 
extend his limbs while lying in bed. During the ary ary 
por cape Sone | visit, these attacks of spasmodic i 
only oce in the right leg and thigh, in bed. 
health has not suffered much, although he has 
thinner, especially since the attack of the 10th of October. 

The actual state of the patient in January, 1866, may be 
summed up under the following headings :— 

luntary m ts.—The muscles of the lower limbs are 
very firm, but more so in the left than in the right. The 
upper part of the left thigh is half an inch than that 
of the right. The weakness which, according to his assertion, 
still exists in the left lower extremity, does not show itself 
in the least while he walks, or stands upon or j on this 
limb alone. The power of flexion of the thigh on the trunk, 
and of the leg on the thigh, is considerable in both lower 
limbs, but lessin the right than in the left. Thesame difference 
exists between the two limbs as regards the movements of 
extension in the same The movements of adduction 
seem to be performed as well on one side as on the other ; 
but on the right side they are increased by a kind of cramp 
taking place at the time the will puts in action the adductor 
muscles. When he walks the point of the right foot is not 
raised as much as that of the left ; and as the right knee also 





is not raised as much as the left, it often happens that while 
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of sensibility to tactile and painful impressions, and 


J. 8.; secondly, loss of these kinds of sensibility, with conserva- | he walks the right foot strikes even small obstacles, such as 
13 X.; tion of voluntary movements in the other lower limb,—we | the edge of a carpet, so that he often runs the risk of being 
L.M.; may conclude that the cause of these symptoms is in the | thrown down. It is difficult to him to ascend, and still more 
aR. lateral half of the spinal cord, on the side corresponding | to descend, a staircase. He can easily hop on the left foot, 
stents to that of the paralysis, and opposite to that of the anws- | but not at all on the right. Under galvanic irritation, 


however, the muscles of the right limb seem to contract 
with more force than those of the left. 

Bladder, anal sphincter, and genital organs.—The vesical 

sphincter had been so weak up to a short time ago that the 

had to wear a urinal. A notable amelioration has 

in this respect. He never had an evident altera- 

of the urethral sensibility, and the feeling of need of 

ing water, as well as the actual sensation of its passage, 

we never been diminished. The jet of urine is weak, but 

less so now than it has been. The anal sphincter has shown 


thesia. 
In the following case these pay ager existed, with 
others, which will serve to complete clinical history of 


Casz 37. Paralysis of voluntary movement, with hyper- 
eesthesia of touch, tickling, and painful impressions, and conser- 
vation of ibility to heat and cold in the niauT lower ez- 
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Muscular sense.—Whether lying down or sitting A. 5 he 
ectly knows where are all the parts of the inferior 
imbs without looking at them or touching them. The 
direction of his voluntary movements is also on both 
si 

Tactile sensibility.—The wsthesiometer applied to the left 
foot and leg shows a considerable diminution of that kind 
of sensibility. In these parts he feels the two points of the 
instrument only when they are at a distance of at least four 
inches and a half from one another. On the left calf 
cially, there is considerable anesthesia ; he often does not 
feel there that he is touched. On the contrary, there is 
very great tactile hyperesthesia in the right lower limb, 
the two points being distinctly felt at a distance of two 
lines on the thigh and leg, and four lines on the sole of the 
foot. The skin of the nates and the upper and outer part of 
the thighs gives the sensation of two points at the distance 
of an inch and a half on the left side, and of an inch and a 
quarter on the right side. There is some diminution of 
sensibility in the skin of both sides of the scrotum and the 
penis. High up on the outer part of the right thigh there is 
also some anesthesia. 

Sensibility to tickling.—Tickling the sole of the left foot is 
hardly felt. On the contrary, it is felt more acutely than 
in the normal state on the right foot, and the patient feels 
pain when tickled there, besides having a very acute sen- 


Sensibility to painful impressions.—Pinching and pricking 
of the left lower limb cause but little pain. In the calf of 
the leg these irritations, as also the pulling out of hairs, 
produce no pain at all, and only give a sensation of slight 
touch. On the contrary, sensibility to pinching and prick- 
ing is notably increased everywhere in the right lower limb, 

t at the internal part of the thigh. Even the blunt 
|g of the wxsthesiometer gently applied on the sole of 

e foot, and in other parts, often cause pain. Sensibility 
to pinching of the skin of the penis and scrotum is 

ially on the left side. Galvanism causes 
more pain in right than in the left limb. 

Sensibility to cold and heat.—Ice applied on the calf of the 
left leg is not felt; and the immersion of the left foot and 
leg in very hot water gives no sensation of heat. The left 
thigh, also, is almost completely deprived of the sensibility 
to cold and heat. Pouring cold water on the whole limb pro- 
duces only a slight sensation of pricking. Cold and heat 
applied to the pps lower extremity are felt, but without 
any ae a hyperssthesia. 

ex, 4 of the place of impressions and speed trans- 
mission.— When the left foot and leg are touched, % often 
commits a mistake as regards the place on which is made 
the tactile impression. He perceives the impression only 
one-third of a second or later after it has been made on the 
left foot, and only three-fourths of a second after it has 
been made on the left calf. The transmission of impressions 
seems to be just as rapid when made on the right lower ex- 
tremity as when made on the upper limbs. 

Subjective sensations.—He often has round the right thigh, 
and particularly just above the knee-joint, that painful 
sensation of constriction which I have already spoken of. 
This referred or subjective sensation is quite distinct from 
a sensation of cramp, from which he also suffers in the 
muscles of the thigh. He never had a sensation of constric- 
tion in the left limb. The big toes give him a sensation as 
if they were swollen (althvugh they are not so) ; this feeling 
is more marked in the right than in the left great toe, in 
which last part it has appeared more recently. He has had 
no formication since the attack uf October last; but he has 
some pricking in the right limb, and he continues to suffer 
from an icy coldness or a burning heat in this limb. 

T e of the inferior extremities.—These parts seem 
to be of the normal temperature; but there is a difference 
of half a degree centigrade between the toes of the right 
epaemgrens wih those of the left, these last being the 
coo: 

Nutrition and secretions.—There is no other alteration of 
secretion in the lower limbs than the atrophy already men- 
tioned. The urinary secretion has sometimes been neutral, 
or slightly alkaline; it is now acid, and, according to all 


cageraunsee, it is perfectly normal. 

regards other symptoms, I will simply say, first, that 
the spine shows no tenderness under pressure, and no ab- 
normal sensation when ice or heat is applied to it; secondly, 





that the patient still has, sometimes, twitchings or 
in the right thigh and calf; and, thirdly, that under the 
influence of a treatment of = of —— 
ergot of rye, and belladonna, he has considerably improv 
as the symptoms of inflammation. 

In this case the first sym were due to congestion 
of the spinal cord. The suddenness of the appearance of 
paralysis, and the su’ ent history of the patient, show 
that on the 10th of October there was an effusion of blood 
in that nervous centre. The symptoms show that blood 
was effused in two places, or that, if effused in one place, 
the two sides of the cord were injured by it. After a time, 
part of the effused blood was absorbed; and when I first 
saw him, there was abundant proof that the pa 
lesion was localised in the right lateral half of the dorsal 
region of the spinal marrow. 

Comparing the two lower limbs one with the other, we find 
the following interesting features in this case :— 

(a) On the right side : 

lst. Paralysis of voluntary movement of the foot, the 
leg, and also, but in a slighter degree, the thigh, with some 
atrophy of the muscles. 

2nd. Hyperesthesia of these three kinds of sensitive im- 
pressions—touch, tickling, and pain. 

3rd. Persistence of sensibility to cold and heat. 

4th. Perfect knowledge of the place from which is trans- 
mitted a sensitive impression. 

5th. Normal rapidity of transmission of impressions. 

6th. Signs of inflammation in the right lateral half of the 
dorso-lumbar enlargement of the spinal cord. 

7th. Temperature of the toes half a degree centigrade 
higher here than in those of the other side. 

(b) On the left side: 

Ist. Persistence of voluntary movement. 

2nd. Loss or considerable diminution of the various kinds 
of sensibility to touch, to tickling, to heat and cold, and to 
painful impressions. 

3rd. Loss or diminution of the power of recognising ‘the 
place on which an impression is made. 

4th. Marked diminution in the rapidity of transmission 
of sensitive impressions. 

5th. Temperature of toes lower than in the other limb. 

Many important remarks flow out so ——. from 
these and the other features of this case, that I only 
mention a few of them. If we consider that the existence 
of paralysis of voluntary movement in the right abdominal 
limb, and the loss of sensibility in the left one, are 
to prove that there is a lesion in the right side of the 
region of the spinal cord in this patient, we are led to ad- 
mit as very probable that the other symptoms are also due 
to that lesion. If, besides, we compare the features of this 
case with the results of the section of a lateral half of the 
dorsal region of the spinal marrow in a living mammal, we 
find that in man, as well as in dogs, cats, and other mam- 
mals, a lesion in a lateral half of the spinal cord produces 
a paralysis of the vaso-motor nerves on the —eae 
side, in some parts, at least, of the lower extremity. 
find also that an increased sensibility exists in the lower 
limb on the other side of the lesion. We find, besides, 
that this morbidly increased sensibility accompanies a per- 
fect knowledge of the place on which impressions are made. 
Un the con , on the side opposite to that of the lesion, 
sensibility is diminished or lost in the lower extremity, and 
the knowledge of the place on which impressions are made 
is also lost. 

Another important feature of this case is that the patient 
had some degree of anesthesia in the genital organs, in 
some of the thigh (nigh up), and the nates, on the 
side of the lesion. This, of course, is just what should exist 
according to the theory that the conductors of sensitive 


impressions decussate in the spinal cord, as a lesion in the 
right half of the cord must alter the conductors passing 


through it to go into the other half of that 
I could relate many other cases of hemi ae 

features more or less similar to those of cage. 

will not do so at present, as I shall have to give these cases 

in the next lecture, when I will draw a com 

genuine cases of hemiparaplegia, and other cases in which 

paralysis of one of the lower extremities has been the pro- 


minent _- 
From study of a number of pty 4 
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all the symptoms it can afford coexist,—it is characterised by 
the following features :— 

(a) On the side of the lesion in the spinal cord : 

let. 


sense. 
Srd. Hyperesthesia to touch, to pain, to tickling, and to 
heat and cold. 
4th. Perfect knowledge of the place on which is made an 


a email | 
and the 


healthy parts of the body. 

(b) On the side opposite to that of the lesion : 

Ist. Conservation of voluntary movement, and of the 
muscular sense. 

2nd. Anesthesia to touch, tickling, pain, and heat and 
cold. 





MINOR SURGERY. 
By W. WHITELAW, M.D. 


FOREIGN BODY IN BAR. 

Tr has been often remarked that the reputation of a sur- 
geon may depend on his success in small operations. It is 
well, therefore, that the simplest way of successfully per- 
forming his ordinary duties should be known. As an in- 


ving successfully closed, with two interrupted silver- 
sutures, the upper lip of a man who received his hare- 
ip in a drunken row, the same plan commended itself in a 
congenital case; and further encouragement was afforded 
by news from a Glasgow student Us. & = Arbuckle) that 


Rovember last, the inte: being days 

0 t, the infant sixteen old, 
ing part of the lip from the gum, with the 
Arbuckle I caught in succession the lower 


ect ohn 


edges of the wound into nice 
remaining stitches. Chloroform sh be 
child is under its influence, and is as safe as 





CASE OF RUPTURE OF THE WOMB; 
RECOVERY. 


By JAMES FERRIER CLARKE, L.K.Q.C.P.I. 


Ar six o’clock on the morning of Aug. 30th last I was 
called to attend Mrs. S——, aged thirty-four, in labour with 
her fourth child. I attended her fifteen months ago; and 
on that occasion had some difficulty in delivering her with 
the forceps. I found she had been about two hours in 
labour; the head presented, and the pains were strong and 
frequent. Everything went on well till about seven o’clock, 
when, during a very strong pain, which I thought would have 
brought the child, she screamed out that something had 
broken, and fainted. I administered stimulants; and, sus- 
pecting the nature of the accident from the entire cessation 
of the pains and the recession of the child’s head, sent for 
my instruments, and requested Dr. Eames to see the case 

th me. On his arrival I delivered her with the forceps of 
a dead male child. I then introduced my hand, and gently 
removed the placenta; in doing which I felt the are spend 
truding through a large rent, extending from about two 
inches above the os, upwards and backwards. Dr. Eames 
then endeavoured to return the bowels through the opening, 
in which he succeeded. There was no hemorrhage; and 
in a few hours reaction set in, and she felt comfortable. 
Pulse 90. Ordered twenty drops of tincture of opium every 
three hours, beef-tea, and ice ad libitum. 

Aug. 3lst.—Has not slept much. Pulse 116, weak; skin 
moist; tongue clean; discharge scanty; abdomen tym- 
panitic; not much pain. Drew off a pint of water, and 
ordered the medicine &c. to be continued. 

Sept. 1st.—Slept a little. Pulse 106. Has vomited once. 
Hiccough troublesome; but little pain. Abdomen enor- 
mously distended. 

2nd.—Saw her with Dr. Eames. Pulse 105; tongue clean; 
vomiting ceased ; thirst; abdomen tender. Ordered 
half doses of opium in pill every three hours. The 
vagina to be syri with carbolic-acid lotion (half a 
drachm to a pound); turpentine stupes to the a en ; 
and a drachm of seenveatal ointment to be rubbed into the 
inside of the thi 

83rd.—11 a.m. : 


8, =— and morning. 
uch the same as yesterday. Pulse 106.— 
7P.m.: Pulse 110. Brown Rise q 

4th.—Slept very well. Says she is much better. Pulse 


116. Some milk in the breasts. 

5th.—Bad night. Complains of t pain and much 
tenderness all over the abdomen. Hiccough; pulse 120. 
Ordered an enema of castor oil in gruel, without much 
effect. 

6th.—Not so much pain. Has had a rigor. Pulse 135. 
Ordered three drachms of castor oil and a drachm of tur- 
pentine to an ounce of cinnamon water. This uced 
three copious stools, which gave much relief. e right 
leg swollen and painful on the outside. 

.—A good night, but purged rather often. Pulse 125. 
Ordered an astringent mixture. From this day the pulse 
gradually fell. 

1lth.—-Pulse 104. She can pass water herself, takes her 
food well, and complains of little but thirst, for which I 
ve her the following: — Bicarbonate of potash, three 
+ sort ang solution of acetate of ammonia, one ounce; in- 
fusion of cascarilla to eight ounces: an ounce every four 


hours in lemon-juice. 

20th.— Doing well. Pulse 100. Complains of 

weakness. «# liberal diet, with wine ; also, sul 

of quinine, twelve grains; tincture of the muriate of iron, 

chloric ether, of each two drachms; water to eight ounces, 
28th.—Sits up every day, and is gaining strength. 

This case is remarkable for the small amount of inflam- 
mation and constitutional disturbance, considering the 
serious nature of the accident. There has been very little 
discharge from the uterus, and that just what one might 
have from a lacerated wound of any external soft 
part. I found the employment of ice most serviceable and 

teful to the patient. She fell, about three weeks before 
fer confinement, and hurt the left side of her abdomen. 
No doubt this fall bruised the uterus, causing a weak spot, 
which gave way in the hour of trial. 

Farnworth, near Bolton, December, 1368, 
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ON’ AMPUTATION AT THE KNEE-JOINT. 
BY GEORGE D. POLLOCK, P-R.c.8., 
SURGEON TO ST. GEORGR’S WOSPrTAD. 

‘Tug author commenced by drawing attention td the cir- 
cumstance that amputation at the knee-joint had not been 
very, fayourably entertained until within the last 

ears, and that only very lately had it been much pavoca' 
True himself performed the operation in several cases 
tg ag jaye results, he desired to bring his experience 
fore the Society. 
_ After referring to the practice of Mr, Syme and of Mr. 
Samuel Lane, the author proceeded to say that, in the con- 
tion of amputation through the joint, two conditions 
must be borne in mind—first, if there be disease of the 
joint and ulceration of the cartilages after the leg is taken 
off, the articular surfaces of the condyles and patella should 
be removed ; secondly, if no disease of the joint exist, but 
amputation be requisite on some other account, then the 
articular cartilage should be left intact. 

The author related the particulars and results of eight 
cases in his own practice, and quoted communications re- 
ceived from other English surgeons, From various sources 
he had been able to collect 48 cases operated upon in Eng- 
land. These showed a gross result of 36 recoveries, and 12 
deaths, A collection of American cases showed 32 recoveries 
one Ty deaths,—this giving a total mortality of 26°88 per 
cen 

After some further account of American experience in 
the matter, the author proceeded to describe the improve- 
ment suggested by Mr. Carden, of Worcester, of making 

flap of skin taken from the front of the leg. He him- 
self approved of the suggestion. The anterior flap should 
be long enough and broad enough to cover the whole of 
the exposed end of the femur. It should be so broad at its 
base.as to be at least two-thirds of the circumference of the 
joint, the posterior flap at its base forming the other third. 

‘he author lays stress upon the anterior flap being of suf- 
ficient length (at least five inches below the lowest point of 
the patella), and is.inclined to leave the patella in the flap 
when the joint is healthy. When it is diseased, he recom- 
mends the removal of the articular surface alone. The 
comparison between the stump usually obtained after am- 

utation through the thigh, and that obtained after ampu- 
tation through the knee-joint, is very much in favour of the 
latter, which is never_conical or retracted, and is superior 
in strength and fitness for locomotion, in comfort and free- 
dom from pain, and in capability to bear weight and en- 
dure exertion. It is also more easy to adapt a good service- 
able artificial leg to such a stump. In conclusion, the 
author thought the facts he had brought forward, although 
not enough to lead to positive conclusions, were enough to 
commend the operation to the favourable consideration of 
the Society. 

Mr. Houruovuss said Mr. Pollock had not alluded to a case 
which had been under his care. It was not a favourable 
one. The patient was a brewer's drayman, who had com- 
‘pound fracture. |.Some operation was required, and he de- 
termined on amputation at the knee-joint, as the risk was 
less ‘than. in) amputating the thigh. He made a long 
anterior flap... The'patient died not long after the opera- 
tion.', He had had no opportunity of performing the opera- 
La since. He agreed as to the impropriety of removing 


cir, Brupeneny Carrer stated that Mr. Fearn, of Derby, 
had long performed the operation, and had induced him to 
(do.40:also.,He had'amputated at the knee some three or 
four times, generally in bad smashes of the leg, where union 
(failed. The stumps were good, and the wounds healed quickly. 
| He thought the mentioned by Mr. Pollock for the an- 
terior flap was a little more than would be found eonvenient. 
iccMr, James Lane said they had got some way,towards 
settling the question ; hitherto their grounds had been in- 





sufficient. Safety was not the only adv 3 (thers 
were better and bore weight better, especially as, wi 
pention through the thigh, the bearings of the leg had to 
pelvis. A long flap owas! an /éssential 

point, and it should be taken from the hardened skin, j 
a, 8 amputation at the ankle should... be 

. The cartilages of the patella should not,.b 
moved, their presence being of great advantage with regard 
to pywmia, the cartilages being non-abserbent. He hoped 
that other and similar operations, as through the wrist and 
ankle, would be He concurred in making th 
flap long, and it should be broad at the lower part, or the 
condyles would be exposed. He had seen suppyration ex- 
tend up the thigh in front, most likely in the synovia 
pouch. Free incisions were required, but there was no ulta- 
mate bad result. ‘The flaps do not adhere to the condyles, 
and the is generally movable. The patient does not 
rest the limb on the patella, which is drawn up in front, 
but on the broad condyles of the femur. 

Mr. Houmes said the operation bad one other advantage 
in giving the patient greater length of limb, better lever- 
age, and better attachment of the extensors; hence he can 
walk better. This was strongly dwelt on by. an Italian 
surgeon, who had proposed, when any of the bones had to be 
cut, to do so above the condyles; and then epply the patella 
as in Pirogoff’s operation. He had performed the spanean. 
but the patient was not yet quite well. As to the stun 
after amputation at the knee, he had examined it ina 
who had been operated on, and afterwards died of a lung 
affection. In it the patella was quite movable, and the 
cartilage unaffected. The mortality with it was less., His 
own cases had been bad, half of them having died from 
disease previously active. 

Mr. Barwett asked the ratio of eases where there was 
abscess in front, as it was desirable to avoid openings after 
amputation. Saving the muscles was also important. 

Mr. Brrxerr would have done the operation oftener had 
he not been deterred by the icians, who said it was 
almost impossible to fit the stump. In one case, alluded to 
by Mr. Po ‘ pense coe et of 
the occurred during the operation, and the 
pe sloughed. The patient died of pyemia, In another 
Sneeiae — ‘short — poe nee oO 
terior was too 

‘cllowed. He thought the best incisions would be shorter 
laterally, almost like the old circular operation. > 

Mr. Coopzr Forsrsr had done the on twice, but 
it was difficult to Tree a eae g ryan could get a 
portion of the tibi at was better re? i 
tion at the knee-joint was good. He had performed the ol 
fashioned circular operation, and had been well pleased with 
the result. There was not more than three-quarters of an 
inch of pe ea aes wes oo =p 5 preferred severing 
ligaments to the carpenter-like plan of sawing bones, 

Mr. Tuomas Smrrn had done the tion four times. 
One died of malignant disease, and recovered with 
excellent stumps. As to an artificial limb, makers had been 
so long accustomed to bad stumps, that they could not 
make for good ones. The wound in this operation was 
mostly of integument and ligaments ; only two heads of the 
gastrocnemius were cut, and only three vessels, the two 
sural and the popliteal. There was less shock with it than 
with amputation of the thigh. He wished cases of amputa- 
tion at the knee-joint purely had been separated from 
Carden’s operation. In the latter, the cutting of the bone 
imported an element of danger. The operation was safer 
than through the thigh, but more dangerous than through 
the 1 


from the 


Ge casi tenes said that, according to Sir James ! 
son’s statistics ard his own, the death-rate given to- 
was rather too low; it was about 28 per cent. Ampu' 
through the knee was safer, because further from a u 
It was true the integument, alone was fae ga but t 
great tendons had some influence, especially bhi bs pooh 
~ suppuration which follows, and sometimes along 

em. Pee ty 

In reply, Mx. Pouiock said the suppuration more gen¢ 
extended into the front than behind the stump, vs 
the between the condyles. The cartilage, wh 

covered with granulations. Since the f 


was written, he had done his ninth, case, 


well so far. ee ees ee Soe 
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CLINICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
Fripay, Dszc. 10run. 
Me. Pacer, Presmpentr, IN THE CHAIR. 


Mr. Joun Crorr related the iculars of a case of 
Tamour removed from the Orbit. The patient was forty-nine 
years of age, and, when first seen, had been suffering for 
three weeks from an attack of pain in the right orbit, be- 
tween the globe of the eye and the inner part of the roof 
of the orbit. The lids were pushed forward, especially the 
upper’; the ball of the eye was very prominent, and dis- 
Pp forwards, outwards, and downwards. The conjune- 
tiva was slightly edematous, but no conjunctivitis or scle- 
rotitis éxisted. Strong light excited ion, but 
vision was not at all impaired, nor were the movements of 
the globe arrested in any direction, though motion caused 
a slight-degree of pain. On passing the finger over the 
upper eyelid, the patient wineed slightly, and a small lump 
was perceptible under the skin, about midway between the 
inner an process of the frontal bone and the ball of 
the eye. On close examination, a short vertical linear scar 
was dliscovered between the end of the eyebrow and the 
median line of the forehead. In connexion with the history 
of this sear, it appeared that the patient, when about fifteen 

of age, was strack on the forehead by a cricket-bat, 
and had since felt that his eye was being depressed and 
protruded, with oceasional attacks of pain. He consulted 
various eminent surgeons and oculists, with little or no 
benefit, and was eventually brought to the speaker, who 
recommended an exploratory incision, which was, after 
consultation with Mr. Paget and Sir W. Jenner, ultimatel 
resorted to. An ill-defined matrix was reached, from whi 
was enucleated u small hard body about the size of a 
cherry-stone. The matrix consisted of a soft material of a 
buéy colour, like partly decolorised fibrine; the wound 
healed rapidly, the pain was relieved, and when seen a few 
days ago, the eyeball was almost on a level with that of the 
opposite side, and a very trifling induration only could be 
felt in the cicatrix. A sectionof the foreign body removed 
showed it to be laminated in structure, and to consist of 
more or less perfect lamellw of light buff colour, alternating 
with the more abundant white material of which the centre 
and bulk of the concretion were composed. Under the mi- 
it exhibited a fine ular structure, which, on 
the addition of hydrochloric acid, dissolved with brisk 
effervescence, an extremely delicate film of o ic 
matter. The speaker came to the conclusion that the lami- 
nation of the mass itself, and the colour of the lamelle, 
tended to show that the concretion originated from a 


pm ope of blood; that it was more p ly due to the 
t of eoneussion than to a phiebolith; that it is not 
likely to have been a vein-stone, because there was no 
venous obstruction ; and that the coagulum formed thirty 
years before by the blow on the forehead did not undergo 
resolution, but in course of time calcified into the little 
mass that was enucleated. Mr. Croft desired the opinion 
of the President on this case, as it was obscure, interesting, 
and (as far as he knew) unique. 

Mr. Curtsropuer Hears remarked that the so-called 
corns found on horses’ feet were organised clots, and pro- 
bably analogous to the substance removed by Mr. Croft. 

In reply to Dr. Murchison, Mr. Crort said that the sub- 
stance removed was minutely examined both by himself and 
by Mr. Stewart, and that no foreign body forming a nucleus 
was discovered. 


great advantage of not leaving any extraneous body in the 
wound. In proof of, its efficacy he several cases of 
amputation, as haying occurred é@wn care, in which 
torsion alone was employed for arresting bwmorrhage. In 
addition to these amputations, Mr. Forster mentioned that 
he had excised the elbow-joint once, the knee ; times, 
and the hip four times, during the last few months, besides 
performing other operations (about forty in number), in all 
of which torsion of arteries was exclusively employed. He 
therefore considered that a fair trial had been given to the 
plan, and thet hence he might speak with some confidence 
as to the results. He confessed to reading with surprise, in 
Mr. Nunneley’s able address to the British Medical Asso- 
ciation, remarks to the effect that “he (Mr. Nunneley) could 
not twist a large artery and rest comfortably in bed, lest the 
elastic artery should untwist itself, and the patient tMeed 
until he slept to wake no more.” Mr. Forster was convineed 
that, had Mr, Nunneley perused carefully an account of the 
manner in which vessels were closed by Arar rg the notion 
of an artery untwisting itself would seem to be an impos- 
sibility. Drawings were shown by the speaker represen 

the two femoral arteries of a double amputation harden 
in spirit, and divided sectionally by Mr. Howse ;~ and ‘the 
fact was particularly emphasised that the twisted 
showed no signs of death, though the patient from whom 
the preparation was taken did not die until thirty-six hours 
subsequent to the operation. Mr. Forster assured the pnige f 
that in no single case recorded, or at any time under h 
eare, had secondary hemorrhage occurred; and the con- 
clusion at which he had arrived was, that the greater se- 
curity of torsion arose from the reduplication of the middle 
and internal coats, thus affording a mechanical impediment 
to haemorrhage, which impediment increased day by day. 
But in acupressure, as he had shown in the 14th volume of 
“Guy's Hospital Reports,” the clot which formed above 
the pin was the only safeguard against hwmorrhage. As 
the removal of the pin a day or two subsequent to the ope- 
ration was necessary, it must always be a matter of some 
uncertainty as to whether the clot was sufficiently adherent 
to afford the necessary security against bleeding. In the 
practice of torsion a vessel is made secure at the time of 
twisting—that is, bleeding is arrested with certainty, and 
there is no chance of its recurrence, But in cases where 
acupressure or the ligature is employed, there must always 
be some anxiety on the part of the surgeon as to the re- 
moval of the pin in the one case, or the separation of the 
ligature in the other. Mr. Forster further stated that since 
February, 1867, he had never used a ligature to restrain 
bleeding from an artery. 

A very excellent preparation of the arteries above referred 
to was handed round for examination, as also the forceps 
used by Mr. Forster. 

In reply to a question from the President, Mr. Fonsrer 
said that it was his practice to seize from one-eighth to a 
quarter of an inch of the artery, and in the case of large 
vessels to twist it four or five times. Small arteries were 
usually more difficult to deal with than large, because the 
surrounding tissues were sometimes included in the grasp 
of the forceps. 

A query from Mr. Croft educed the opinion that it was 
of little aga mag whether the vessels were cut obliquely 
or at right angles. 

Mr. Bryant corroborated the experience of Mr. Forster 
in every particular; he had not used the ligatare for two 
years. Mr. Poland had applied torsion to six femoral, two 
brachial, and a many smallerarteries, with entire sue- 





Mr. Cooper Forster read a pa) “On Torsion,” and | 
said that, having been selected by the Council of the Society | 
as one of a Committee to report upon the relative advan- 
tages of this procedure and acupressure, and no report | 
having been made in consequence of the death of one of the | 
, he felt it right to offer the Society his individual | 
spiaion pron the bape Having pr some remarks | 
a the advantages of acu , and stated that, th 
shit practised in Aberdeen = hrage. 
i pes London, the speaker remarked that he ‘had | 
BAA re from bleeding when thé pins were removed, | 
Soe Fone Coes, 
2 Mie ‘practice. ‘He considered a oa 
Gey ta ainc Te rn eédence over all other | 


ELIT 30 , wan a Derrist 


“ k ts occurred after ¢ nsiderable personal | 


cess. The er disagreed with Humphry as to the mode 
of tnleling, und believes that the external coat should not 
be twisted off, because it is required for the support of the 
middle and internal coate. The necessary number of twists 
must be judged of by the looseness of the external coat, and 
a jet of blood should be allowed to enter the artery at once 
to prove the success of the procedure. 

Mr. Dunnam agreed with the last speaker ; had practised 
torsion in the case of four femoral, two brachial, and spay 


Keith and Pirrie, it was but smaller arteries, and thought that a pair of forceps 


very broad ends were more effective than 
used by Mr. Forster. uid 10 
A Visitor related three successful cases in which he hid 
sed torsion, had divided the vessels transversely, atid 

off their ends. "oo 


LOriat 


it possessed the | Mr. Macxper asked if union by first intention overtook 
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place, and remarked that this mode of securing vessels is 
ally commented on in South’s “‘Chelius,” and also by 


“Mir. GAscoven had applied torsion to small vessels, but 
thinks the ligature a more satisf plan. He would put 
these queries: _In.what cases does the ligature fail? Is 
the proportion of recoveries greater with torsion than with 
figature? Is not the long exposure of the stump in the 
practice objectionable? 
__ Mr. C. Hears inquired if torsion was equally useful 
whether practised in combination with Lister's carbolic- 
acid dressing or'not. He considered the latter entirely 
neutral as to its results, and that it might therefore be 
msed with. 

. Moors had not practised torsion, but was persuaded 
that acupressure was.a preferable proceeding. He gave in- 

of the failure of torsion in the case of atheromatous 

arteries, and opined that, when the external coat became 

cretaceous, therefore rotten, the — was inad- 
missible, as also when the vessels were 

tissue. 

. Crorr admitted the principle, but not the “whole- 
someness,”’ of torsion, because it involved more care, 
labour, and attention, than could possibly be bestowed by 
students. 

Mr. Cartxunper said that, to judge fairly, torsion should 
be com with other modes of controlling hemorrhage, 
and remarked that small vessels can be easily managed with 
ordinary spring forceps. 

Mr. Arnort observed that the untwisting of the arteries 
had, in his experience, constituted a difficulty. 

Mr. Txomas Smrru thought it desirable that Mr. Forster 
should state very explicitly his mode of procedure; the 
suceess in his hands was undoubted, but was not confirmed, 
in many instances, by the practice of others. 

The  ettiemne said that torsion had been practised at 
recurring periods over and over again; that (as he was in- 
formed) it had been used at Hamburg, to the exclusion of 
all other modes for controlling hemorrhage, for fourteen 
years continuously, and was then given up use the time 
occupied was very great, and also because the ligature was 
thought to be more secure. He spoke favourably of acu- 
pressure, and remarked that no cases of secondary hemor- 

e had occurred with this method of treatment, as prac- 
‘tised by Keith and Pirrie at Aberdeen ; that, according to 
his own belief, the ligature is not the best mode, except on 
the score of 3 and that the important question to de- 
termine is, which mode of ure results in the largest 
number of recoveries, and of immediate union ? 

Mr. Forsrsr, in reply, said that he wished to compare 
— with acupressure rather than with the ligature. 

ere was little doubt, however, that all these plans were 
admirable, as immediate agents, but that we should look to 
the future. He averred that secondary hemorrhage some- 
times ensued both after the application of the ligature and 
acupressure, but that in torsion it could not oceur; that in the 
very last case on which he operated the only parts of the 
stump that did not slough were those around the artery, 
which latter was atheromatous and could not have been 
secured by li . He thought Mr. Croft’s objection en- 
iocie- rmnenie, and recommended Mr. Gascoyen to live 


Mr. CaLuenper closed a very oe discussion by 

remarking that, out of more than sixty capital operations per- 

formed at St, Bartholomew’s Hospital during the current 
, no case of secondary hemorr: had occurred after 
application of ligatures. 
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\} Moms specimens, drawings, instruments, &c., were ex- 
hibited by sarennlopatiomen. 

"Mr. W. KicpEen communicated statistics of the age at 
‘witich menstruation had commenced in the patients of the 
Obptetric department of University College Hospital. 

og, DE rg te HEE we the RE hy 
Fever, in which, the patient tending rapidly towards 
lution, he had imjeeted into one of the of the right 


ply imbedded in | 


forearm half a drachm of a mixture containing one part 
of the liquor ammonia to three parts of water. When the 
operation was com there was severe pain over the 
whole body, which continued. for several hours. By the 
next day the abdomen had diminished in gige aud the pulse 
had fallen to 100, and, except for a sight pse on the 
fourth day, the to recov was uninterrupted. 
Dr. Smith said that he had never before seen a patient re- 
cover from a similar condition. 


Dr. Barnes referred to the hi of the use of 
into the veins, and stated that he should have erred to 
use, in somewhat larger quantity, a fluid of the same spe- 
aBoannltans So blest. sad aemrning ing ammonia in @ form 
of greater dilution. 
|. Mr. Spencer WE ts stated a case in which ammonia had 
| been twice injected into a vein after ovariotomy, but with- 
| out benefit. He that great care should be teken 
| to inject ammonia only in those cases in which there was 
| an excess of fibrine in the blood. 
After some remarks from the President, 
Mr. Speycer WexLs read a paper containing an account 
| of fifteen cases of pregnancy complicated with ovarian 
| disease. In three, sudden death was produced by ruptere 
| of the cyst in or before the seventh month. In two, linger 
| ing labours were followed by the birth of dead children, Ia 
one case, twins were born alive. Five patients were 
| during pregnancy, one twice, one three times, and’ 
| once. In all these, healthy children were born) after 
| natural labours. In one, ovariotom 
| formed four months after delivery. In one casé 
| was performed in the fifth month of pregnancy, the 
| was emptied at the same time, and the patient recovered. 
| In the concluding case ovariotomy was performed success- 
| fully in the fourth month of pregnancy, after spontaneous 
rupture of the cyst and peritonitis, pregnancy 
without interruption. From these cases the was 
to several cal conclusions ; of which the most import- 
ant was that it would usually be desirable to tap when 
pregnancy and ovarian disease were co-existent, 
care being taken to prevent the escape of ovarian into 
the peritoneal cavity, or the entrance of air into the sac. 

Dr. Braxron Hicks then read'a paper an ac- 
count of six cases of in women suffering from 
ovarian cystic disease. A ion took place, which 
was maintained by Drs. Bathurst, Woodman, Playfair, 
Wiltshire and Barnes ; and by Messrs. Bateman and Spencer 
Wells. Afterwards 

Dr. Hatt Davis read a paper on Puerperal Convulsions, 
He recounted thirty-three cases, and gave a variety of sta- 
tistical data concerning them. 








OUT-DOOR MEDICAL RELIEF. 


Tue Poor-law Board have issued a circular for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the circumstances which 
determine whether the applicants shall be treated at their 
own homes, or be sent into the workhouse. They inquire 
what stress is laid upon—(1) the nature of the disease; (2) 
the wishes of the patient or his family; (3) the mature of 
the home; and (4) the character and extent, of the work- 
house accommodation; also whether sick are 
sent to the infirmary when it is absolutely necessary, 
whether in-door treatment is and re- 
commended so long as there is room. Board likewise 
wish to know to what extent the district medical officers in- 
tervene, and whether the relieving officers act their re- 
commendation. They also request any i i 
may be in the power of the guardians to afford on this im- 
portant point. 








Tut Guardians of’ the Holborn Unidn “have i 
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LONDON: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1869. 


A sumMAry needs no introduction. If we can convey to 
our readers in a few columns an idea of the year’s work.and 
of the tendency of mea’s thoughts in the different fields of 
medical labour, we shall do all that we wish. We shall 
thus best lay the groundwork for another year of endeavour 
in our glorious profession, which holds its own, and grows 
im the esteem of all good judges as the years accumulate. 
We cannot pretend to do justice to every individual labourer 
and bit of work. Our readers will forgive omissions in a 
résumé which must ‘be very general. 

Amongst the important Clinical work of the year must be 
prominently mentioned the attempt of Dr. Guin and Dr. 
Surron to ascertain the natural history of rheumatic fever 
by treating twenty-five cases of its first oecurremce on an 
expectant method by mint-water and rest. The general 
conclusion at which these physicians arrived may be stated 
im their own words :—‘‘Our cases appear to us to teach that 
the rheumatic process runs its course under the expectant 
treatment as favourably as under the treatment by drugs.” 
Another principal conclusion of these observers was, that 
heart disease occurs for the most part during the first few 
days.of the fever; and should it not occur in the first few 
days of the disease, there is each day a lessening tendency 
to it. On this conclusion they founded another: that the 
alkaline treatment was less effective in preventing heart 
disease than was alleged by its advocates, who attributed 
to this treatment that which was due to the mere natural 
course of the disease. When cases came under treatment 
after the first few days. of the fever and were treated with 
alkalies, and exemption from heart disease was observed, 
alkalies got the credit. Instead of which, they maintained 
that the cases only completed their natural history. This 
conclusion was not flattering to the profession, who really 
have come to think the alkaline treatment at once rational 
and effective, and it was seriously and ably controverted in 
facts supplied in tables by Dr. W. H. Dickiwson, which will 
be found in the earlier numbers of Tue Lancer for this 
year. Dr. Dicxrson’s conclusions are entitled to great 
respect, because they are based on 161 cases of the disease, 
admitted while as yet free from evidence of cardiac affec- 
tion. On the important question of the stage at which 
cardiac affections occur in rheumatic fever, Dr. Dickrxson 
showed that the conclusions of Drs. Gui. and Surron were 
too absolute ;—that though more frequent early in the dis- 
ease than late, such complications occurred at all times 
pring, the font four, wacke of tho, dissess, Of 36 cases in 
which the heart became affected during treatment, in 12 it 
occurred’ in the first week of the disease, in 9 in the second, 
in 6 in the third, and in 3 im the fourth. As to the 
power of the alkaline treatment to prevent this serious 
complication, the following were the facte: — Among the 48 


patients under alkalies, 1 case of heart affection was ce- 
corded; among the 3 under ammonia, none; among the 
110 under treatment other than alkaline, 35 cases of heart 
affection were recorded. Thus the alkaline treatment-gave 
a proportion of heart disease of 1 in 48; non-alkaline treat- 
menta proportion of more thanlin4. The facts.in Dr 
Dicxryson’s tables also showed that the duration of ‘the 
cases.was shorter than under most other plans. Another 
paper in favour of the alkaline treatment, by Mr. Fizwcu- 
MANN, Should be remembered. (Tue Lancer, vol. i.’69, p. 698)) 
It should be remarked that Dr. Dickiyson’s comparison is 
between the alkaline aud the other more or less active and 
for the most part doubtful methods of treatment, rather 
than between the alkaline treatment and a drugless treat- 
ment like that of Dr. Guit’s cases. In Dr. Gune'seand 
Dr. Surron’s cases in which cardiac complication had not 
occurred previous to admission, it did net oceur in the hes- 
pital. Even with the alkaline treatment we have much to 
desiderate in regard to our power over acute rheumatism. 
And it is disappointing to find ourselves, at the end of 
another year, with half a dozen medical societies com- 
peting with each other for reputation, still in doubt 
whether the expectant or the alkaline treatment is the 
best. The alkaline treatment is certainly not so satisfac- 
tory as its early advocates supposed; but surely we might 
have had from some or all of the Medical Societies a 
crucial comparison (as a year’s work), on a large scale, 
of the results of the alkaline and the expectant treat- 
ment, and a more exact definition of the proper principles 
upon which the alkaline method should be pursued. For 
the expectant treatment has this advantage over the alka- 
line, that it cannot be injurious, as the alkaline treatment, 
overdone, may be. 

Another clinical matter of great importance is the evi- 
dence in favour of the use of a solution of Perchloride of 
Iron in Cases of Uterine Hemorrhage. The profession is 
mainly indebted to Dr. Barnes for this treatment, though 
other practitioners have been using it: amongst these, Mr. 
Hvueu Norrts, of South Petherton, Somersetshire. 

A therapeutical suggestion of interest is the Administra- 
tion of Chloroform internally in Pneumonia, not by inhala- 
tion, after the manner of the Germans, but in a mixture. 
Three cases of this kind, treated by Dr, Barrour in the 
Edinburgh Infirmary, are reported in-our columns. Dr. 
Ba.rovr, in remarks which we have reported, confirms the 
German physicians “as to the wonderful mode in which 
chloroform brought down the pulse, moderated the fever, 
lessened the oppression, and, by checking the disease, 
changed the glutinous into a mucous phlegm.’ Pneumonia 
and its Treatment was brought before the Medical Society 
of London in a paper by Dr. Hucues, Benwerr, in whose 
clinique this subject has received so much attention. Dr. 
Brnnetr’s treatment of pneumonia, characterised mainly 
by the absence of large bleedings, and by nourishing, but 
not stimulating, diet, has greatly modified our views of acute 
disease and its therapeutics. Indeed, his conchusiong,are 

so well known and so firmly established that the discussien 
was rather stale and uninteresting ; though the subject és 
of such immense importance as to justify Dr. Benngrr in 





keeping it constantly before the profession. 
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The Pathology and Etiology of the Morbid Condition 
known as “Miner’s Lung” was discussed in the Patho- 
logical Society, in connexion with a series of specimens 
introduced by Dr. Gresnnow. The main question was 
whether the pigmentation was all due to foreign and ex- 
traneous deposit, or partially to the deposit of crystals of 
blood-pigments. Another point was raised by Dr. Wrison 
Fox—what made the difference between the cases of miners 
in which exposure to the inhalation of irritating particles 
gave rise to consolidation and those in which it did not, 
the latter being the majority. Dr. Fox seemed to think the 
tubercular diathesis might be the differentiating influence. 

The Clinical Society of London, although it has not 
realised all the hopes in a therapeutical direction which 
it raised, has certainly made some contributions to the 
methodical and philosophical illustration of diseased states. 
Amongst other good medical work of this sort has been the 
discussion of the relation between hemoptysis and phthisis, 
founded on a series of cases communicated by Dr. BauMLER, 
tending to confirm the views of Niemeyer, who believes 
that hemoptysis occurs more frequently than is generally 
admitted in persons who are neither consumptive nor ever 
become so; and on the other hand, that, although in most 
cases the hemoptysis of early phthisis is a consequence of 
organic change, the cases are far from being rare in which 
pulmonary hemorrhage is not only the antecedent, but the 
cause of chronic inflammatory processes which result in 
softening and the formation of cavities. The subject was 
continued in an able paper in the Clinical Society by Dr. 
Hermann Wezer. Dr. Weser described three instances of 
hemoptysis followed by inflammatory processes. In two 
of these the disease terminated in gradual but perfect 
recovery; in the third, during the apparent process of 
recovery, fresh attacks of hemoptysis took place, again 
followed by fresh inflammatory changes, and later by an- 
other attack of hemoptysis, which proved fatal. The 
post-mortem examination showed no tubercles, but caseous 
masses of different ages, surrounded by inflammatory in- 
filtration, and dispersed over the different parts of both 
lungs. It is an illustration of the way in which patho- 
logical doctrine repeats itself that Nremeyer’s view is 
the old and Hippocratic one, generally held till Laznnec 
disturbed it. Dr. Weer concluded his paper by insist- 
ing on the therapeutical value, in cases of hemorrhagic 
phthisis, of rest and ergotin. It is confirmatory of this 
view, that the lung in some cases of phthisis seems dis- 
tinctly benefited by gallic acid. In cases with this ten- 
dency to pulmonary hemorrhage, Dr. Weser said that ex- 
perience had amply demonstrated the advantage of resi- 
dence in elevated regions. At a later period of the session 
of the Clinical Society, Dr. Werner excited a lively discus- 
sion by his able and impressive paper on the Treatment of 
Phthisis by prolonged Residence in Elevated Regions. The 
paper was a bold one; but it is certain that opinion tends 
to modification on the question of the best climate for 
patients with phthisical disease. It is probable that a 
more extended experience will enable us easily to differen- 
tiate cases as to their climatic needs. The choice of a 
climate should turn on the peculiarities of the patient 
as well as on the particular form of his phthisis. 





If the tubercular class of cases has received a consider- 
able share of scientific attention, the epidemic class of dis- 
eases has received a great deal of that practical attention 
which is necessitated by their actual presence amongst us 
in large outbreaks. The year will be remembered in the 
history of epidemics for the extensive diffusion and un- 
exampled severity of scarlet fever both in the country and 
in London. In London, for a number of recent weeks, the 
deaths have been over 200 per week. The unfortunate 
East-end has borne the brunt of this epidemic, as of most 
others. If less fatal than this epidemic, we have had to 
bear another, almost as extensive, of whooping-cough. 
But, in epidemiological history, the year will be most 
remembered as that of the outbreak in London, after 
thirteen years’ absence, of relapsing fever. Not only 
will the outbreak of it be remembered, but its history 
will impress on the public the fact that the laws of 
epidemics are well understood now by medical men. In 
particular, they will call to mind the scientific earnestness 
and discrimination with which the first cases of this disease 
have been watched in London ; its palpable relation to 
famine, pauperism and destitution ; and the foresight with 
which the extensive diffusion of the disease has been pre- 
dicted. Dr. Murcuison’s history of the outbreak in our 
columns renders it extremely probable that the fever has 
been imported from Germany. The disease has already 
attained such large proportions that the London Fever Hos- 
pital cannot take more cases, and special accommodation 
has to be extemporised for them. It is happily not at all fatal, 
and we may congratulate ourselves that the extensive desti- 
tution amongst us is taking the shape of relapsing and not 
of typhus fever. The disease has prevailed more than once 
as an epidemic in the Indian gaols, and it is relatively more 
fatal in tropical climates. It is an interesting fact that it 
was recently conveyed by the muleteers returning to that 
country after the Abyssinian expedition. The clinical 
features of the disease have been so frequently described in 
our columns that we need not dwell on them here. It has 
appeared in Manchester, and is likely to extend to other 
towns. 

An extensive epizootic—the Foot-and-Mouth Disease— 
prevails over the Continent and in this country. We were 
able to give an admirable description of this by Professor 
Brown. Itis satisfactory to know that we have strengthened 
our legislation with a view to the security of our cattle. Some 
of these days we shall learn to take as much care of human 
beings. 

The therapeutics of epidemic disease have not, we fear, 
very much advanced in the year. It seems as if Providence 
did not mean these diseases to be cured, but to be prevented; 
as if they were intended to teach social and political lessons 
to nations and classes, rather than to be cut short by easy 
medical methods. Two or three points, however, in the 
therapeutics of zymotic disease may be here recalled: first, 
various accounts in our columns of the cold-water treatment 
of continued fevers by LizszRmeistrer and other continental 
physicians; and secondly, the successful treatment of scar- 
let fever by warm baths, as recorded, in a paper which we 
have published twice in the year, by Dr. Cuas. THompson, 
Dr. THompson does not specify the number of his cases, but 
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says that-in-fifteen years he has never lost one case, and 
thatehad seldom or never had any sequel in his cases. 
He farther shows that this treatment by warm baths is 
emiienthy sticéessful ‘in preventing the spread of the dis- 
éisé. ! HS éatinot call to mind one case in which the inféc- 
tidh Spread’ fini the patient to any other individual. ‘The 
266d ‘effects Of Warm baths in a disease which is charac- 
tetisdd Above all Others by a high temperature is not neces- 
adtily itednsistent with the theory of Lrepermersrer, that 
thé “esséntidl danger of fever consists in the deleterious 
effet Of w high temperature upon the tissues, or with his 
use Of told Wath ; for the effects do not seem to differ. But 
thé practicd is different; and if our Medical Societies only 
dia their work better than ‘they do, we should be able to 
decide #ach questions, ‘and determine the value of such 
diffétent modes 6f treatment. Much attention was early in 
thé year directed f° Dr. Bupn’s method of preventing the 
spread of ‘scarlét ‘fever by the disinfection of excreta, and 
anointing the’ ‘patient's body with oil twice daily after the 
third “or fourth Gay? “Dr. Brpo's doctrines and practice 
have’ given Bristol a creditable place among towns for the 
way in which the spread of epidemics seems to be controlled. 
We Kave need of ‘such an éxample, for in truth the condition 
of Our latgé “towns, as medically Mlustrated, is making the 
lifé of alf Hhoughtfal men more sad than it otherwise would 
bé.” Witness the'epidemits 6f London, and of the provinces 
this’ year.” Let us call’ to mind Dr. Hesior’s pamphlet 
on’ thé’ “Condition ‘of ‘sick children in Birmingham; and 
Dr. GArkbwen’s words, at the British Medical Association 
méeting, about Glasgow, where there was more of typhus 
in three montis of this year (May, June, July) than in the 
while preceding twelve months: “Never were drunkenness 
and physical Gegradation anything Vike so bad as now.” As 
Dt. Bupp ‘said at the Social Science meeting, we know the 
laws which régulate the principal epidemics now; but 
little action is taken upon our knowledge. It is sickening 
td se¢ that, with so much knowledge, we do so little. 
Between fmpérfectly stringent sanitary and social laws, 
atid an imperfect ‘application of the laws we have, partly 
throngh indifference, and partly through vulgar notions of 
personal liberty, disease spreads and spreads until every 
clas’ and town of the country is affected by epidemics that 
might be absolutely controlled if we had better laws, and 
a more perfect system of public medicine. The Compul- 
sory Vaedination Act has been the object of a fanatical, 
vulgar, and persistent opposition. It is only fair to add, 
however, that this opposition has not materially impressed 
the people, who have accepted the law with very little 
resistance. “It is tobe hoped that the plight of people 
in YAtge towns, as shown in physical degradation and epi- 
dette ‘Siekhess, will harmonise all social’ reformers, and 
atapode ‘thiéth to sinrplify, improve, and enforce sanitary laws, 
16’ grapple ‘with the’ questions of intempérance and educa- 
tid, and to amend the Poor-law relief, medical and general, 
in’ thé way 6f making it more perfect and’ more prompt in 
cased Where it is'really needed. 

“OF ‘Hew Yemedies and special thal ltt shggestions, 
we Way wpecity, in addition to the treatinent of fevers and 
titBefeiidhs” dideades, abdve ‘alluded ‘t6, the “introduction, 
by Titiikiod of Berlin, ‘of chloral, i viiliablé anesthetic 
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= hypnotic ; the treatment of diabetes with milk, by Dr 
Donkin of Sunderland; a atid the use of gppaiba in as: 
cites, &e."Ke.” * 

Our * Mirror,” we are happy to think, has not been yn- 
successful ta reflec ecting the progress of. medicine and surgery 
in the metropolitan h itals, sometimes by presenting de; 
scriptions of the. course, treatuient, and results of individual 
cases ‘of interest, at others by sketching generally the ex 
perience at the different institutions of recent suggestions 
or diséoveries. We may instance the reports upon the use 
of éarbolic acid in the dressing of operation wounds, 
During the past ear occasional reports have also been con- 
tinued upori the treatment of particular disorders, as carried 
out in a number of hospitals, of which the subject of ‘Acute 
Gout,” and “In-growing Toenail” furnish examples,. For 
help in this department of the journal our thanks are due 
to many of the registrars and resident officers of the hos- 
pitals; and we may here repeat generally the acknowledg- 
ments which we have always endeavoured to express indi- 
vidually to these gentlemen. It is difficult to exaggerate 
the utility of such records of hospital experience, and to 
those who aid in this task the gratitude of the profession 
at large is justly due for bringing under the'> notice im- 
portant facts which must otherwise have been confined to 
the small circle of students at individual schools. Under 
the head of “ Miscellaneous Cases,” we have furnished from 
time to time a column containing a brief reference to 
medical and surgical cases under treatment at the moment 
in various hospitals. This important department, we are 
pleased to find, meets with growing favour. Its utility 
might be greatly increased at a small expenditure. of 
trouble, if the resident officers of hospitals would send us 
very brief information occasionally of illustrative cases 
under observation. We count with confidence upon their 
assistance in this work of mutual accommodation amd 
general interest. Many valuable reports have been published 
from the provincial hospitals, and still more would have 
appeared but for the extreme length of many of these com, 
munications. It will not, perhaps, be out of place to ne 
mind our contributors that, as a general rule, the rapidity 
with which an hospital report is inserted, and the: interest 
with which it is read when published, are inversely as its 
length, directly as its condensation, From Paris our corre-+ 
spondent has contributed occasionally reports of cases under 
treatment in the hospitals of that city, which have afforded 
convenient opportunities for comparison with the practice 
of our own institutions, 

The past year has not,been marked by any very impor- 
tant advance in the domain of Science. , Perhaps the most 
valuable acquisition to our knowledge is the certainty, ac: 
quired from the deep-sea dredging operations conducted iby 
Drs. Carpenter and WryiLLe Tomson, that, as had been. 
previously stated by Wa.iicu, a large number of animals 
belonging to various orders and. genera of the invertebrate, 
division of the animal kingdom live on the surface pf the! 
bed, of the ocean, at depths so profound thatthe light; 
any, must be of the feeblest intensity, and the, temperature: 
but little elevated above the freezing point. . Not withstand; 
ing this the colours are in many instances. of great-eleamess, 
and brilliancy, The results obtained star these inquizers,: 
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together with those of Haxcxe, and Huxuey, show that 
that portion of the earth which is covered with water has, 
so to speak, a mantle of sarcode, protoplasm or animal jelly, 
the first and simplest kind of organic being with which we 
are at present acquainted ; and the statement recently made 
by Professor Huxuxy, that this constituted the physical 
basis of life, has provoked much discussion, without mate- 
riglly elucidating the subject, some of his opponents ap- 
pearing searcely to understand the position taken up by 
this bold and original thinker. In the course of the year 
it has been shown by MM. Jacosson and Bapnuarpr that 
the blood in the left ventricle of rabbits is very frequently 
warmer than in the right; and also that the heat of an in- 
flamed part, as, for instance, of one pleura when inflamed, 
is as much as one-third of a degree centigrade below that 
of the opposite pleura. MM. Neumann and Bizzozero 
have shown that the medulla of bones, especially the red 
medulla, is an important agent in the manufacture of the 
red blood corpuscles. The influence of the muscles on 
the gases of the blood has been carefully investigated by 
Lupwie and Scumipr; and they have clearly demonstrated 
not only that the vital properties of muscle can be retained 
for many hours by the transmission of aérated blood through 
it, but also that the quantity of oxygen taken up by muscle 
increases directly with the increased rapidity of the current, 
The structure of muscle has recently been minutely exa- 
mined by Hensen, who considers the dark strie of ordinary 
striated muscle are each divided by what he terms a median 
disc of finely granular material. Important observations, 
if confirmed, have been made by Priiasr, showing the 
terminations of nerves in the nuclei of the cells of the 
panereas, as he had already done in the case of the 
cells of the salivary glands—a discovery that will cer- 
tainly materially influence the prevailing views on the 
nature. of secretion; and at any rate it has an im- 
portant bearing on disease. In testimony of this the 
observations of Cuarcor may be alluded to, showing that, 
in herpes, lesions of the nerves supplying the part affected 
may in some instances be discovered. Hetmuourz has 
published his experience on the duration of thought, and 
the time required to discriminate colour; from which it 
appears that, to solve a simple dilemma—to determine, 
that is, whether one of two things is heard, or seen, or felt, 
ag the case may be,—requires about one-thirtieth of a 
second. A large number of observations, which we have 
no room to quote, have been made by Dr. Fraszr and 
others on the action of various poisons on the animal eco- 
nomy-—an, inquiry replete with interest, and which will 
surely yield valuable results, as indeed it has already done, 
in indicating the physiological opposition of atropia and 
morphia. In anthropology it has been shown by Cart Voar, 
at the recent meeting of paleontologists at Copenhagen, 
that, from the researches of Srgensrrup, Larter, Fraas, 
and others, there is no longer any doubt that man existed 
in Europe—probably the latest peopled part of the world— 
coincidently with the mammoth, hippopotamus, &., now 
extinct; and that it is equally certain that, posterior to the 
advent.of man, the Straits of Gibraltar, of Dover, and the 
Dardanelles, as well as Sicily and Africa, were still united 
by. isthmuses, and that the whole Mediterranean area was 





separated from Africa by a sea in the basin of Sabara. 
This period was succeeded by another, in which men hunted 
in the countries of Central Europe the reindeer and other 
arctic animals in an arctic climate, and surrounded by an 
arctic flora. 

The Internal Politics of the profession have been of varied 
interest. Several noticeable circumstances occurred in con- 
nexion with the meeting of the General Medical Council. 
Dr. Burrows retired from the chair with that mingled 
grace and dignity with which he had filled it, and gave 
place to Dr. Pacer, of Cambridge, who is acknowledged to 
be one of the ablest and most clear-headed members of the 
Council. Before doing so, Dr. Burrows initiated the pro- 
ceedings of the Council in an opening address, in which he 
expressed the opinion in favour of the establishment of a 
good Examining Board—a conjoint Examining Board in 
each division of the United Kingdom. Perhaps the most 
important event in the history of the session of the Couneil 
was the receipt of a communication from Mr. Simon, acting 
under the direction of the Lord President of the Privy 
Council, in which his Lordship very specially brought under 
the Council’s notice the fact that the Medical Act had this 
serious defect, “‘that it did not provide for a satisfactory 
and uniform standard of admissibility to the Medical Regis- 
ter,” and that persons by thousands were fulfilling all the 
duties of medical practice on the strength of “ half-qualifi- 
cations.” Two very valuable Reports, one by the State 
Medicine Committee and the other by the Education Com- 
mittee, were received by the Council. The latter Report is 
now in circulation, and will be dealt with next session. The 
Council, on the strength of the former, resolved that “ it is 
desirable, in any amended Bill, that the requisite permissive 
clauses for registering a qualification in State Medicine be 
inserted, in addition to any of the qualifications sanctioned 
by the Medical Act.” The amendment of the Medical Act 
was brought under the notice of the Council, not only by 
Mr. Srmon’s letter, but by a deputation representing nearly 
10,000 practitioners, who have memorialised both the Coun- 
cil and the Government upon the subject. The great points 
of this monster memorial, which, originating in Birming- 
ham, has been signed by all classes of practitioners, are : 
an alteration in the constitution of the Council, so as to 
make it more representative of the profession; and the 
establishment of a satisfactory single Examining Board. 
As regards the unanimity of authorities and the profession 
on the institution of a one-faculty system of examination, 
which shall test the efficiency of men, not as surgeons 
merely, or apothecaries merely, but as practitioners, we can 
only congratulate ourselves on the final triumph of a prin- 
ciple which we have advocated for forty years. The con- 


currence of the General Medical Council, the Colleges of. 


Physicians and Surgeons of England and Scotland (if not 
Ireland), the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford, of ten 
thousand practitioners, and, we may add, of the Lord 
President of the Council, will doubtless secure the in- 
stitution of a single Examining Board that shall grant a 
full and complete diploma. There is only one other 
point upon which the profession is equally unanimons 
—viz., this, that the present shape of the General Medical 
Council is that the Council is too large 
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and absurdly representative of corporations. 
felt now, how much more will it be felt when the in- 
stitution of a single Examining Board shall supersede, 
in a great measure, many of the bodies which now ob- 
struct medical education rather than help it, and yet 
figure conspicuously at the Board of the Medical Coun- 
cil. Moreover, in any new arrangement or reconstruction 
of the Medical Council, the profession must not be so 
sublimely ignored and contemned as in the present one, 
The Council would probably never have been so unpopular 
if it had shown a little more sympathy with the profession 
which gives it all its income and all its importance. This 
year, a proposal by Dr. Empieron to give, in any amended 
Act, powers whereby, either by direct voting or indirectly 
through the licensing bodies, members of the profession 
might be represented in the Council, did not find even a 
seconder. 

Little was done by the Legislature in the course of last 
session of much interest to the profession. One good thing 
was, however, done for Ireland—an Act was passed providing 
superannuation allowance to medical officers of the Poor. law 
Unions and of dispensary districts in Ireland. This treatment 
of the Irish medical officers has excited the universal satis- 
faction of the profession in England and Scotland. Acts 
were passed consolidating, amending, and making perpetual 
the Acts for preventing the introduction or spread of con- 
tagious or infectious diseases among cattle and other ani- 
mals in Great Britain; amending the laws relating to 
Criminal Lunatics ; amending the Contagious Diseases Act, 
1866 ; and facilitating the borrowing of money in certain 
cases for the purposes of the Sanitary Act, 1866; and Acts 
amending the same and for other purposes. 

The Royal Commission on Water-supply has startled 

everybody but water companies by approving existing 
supplies. It recommends that the metropolis should still 
drink Thames and Lea water, and that the metropolitan 
water companies should be bought out and the water- 
supply placed under municipal control. Mr. Nerren Rap- 
curre has reported to the Privy Council on the causes of 
the frequent turbidity of the water delivered by the South- 
wark and Lambeth Companies, and the practicability, 
within a short time, of securing better filtered Thames 
water. 
The Annual Report of the Medical Officer of the Privy 
Council, being the eleventh, is, as usual, a document of 
great interest, which we have already noticed. Mr. Simon, 
with that boldness and force which characterise his treat- 
ment of public questions, objects to the extension to the 
civil population of the Contagious Diseases Act. We have 
fully expressed our difference from Mr. Simon on this im- 
portant and difficult matter. The Report is further valu- 
able by reason of the contributions of Dr. Bauarp on the 
prevalence of sickness, showing the rules of extension of 
certain principal groups of disease, and that sickness and 
death do not correspond always in their prevalence ; of Dr. 
SANDERSON’s researches on the inoculability of tubercle ; 
and of Dr. Taupicuum’s researches on the chemical identi- 
fication of disease. 

Two chairs of Hygiene have been instituted: one at 
University College, and the other at King’s College. We 
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had to complain seriously of one of the appointments, but 
the institution of such chairs is a matter of obvious pro- 
priety. 

During the past year the work done by our Special Com- 
missioners has borne considerable fruit. The drainage of 
Brighton, which is second only in importance to that of 
London, has formed the subject of continual annotations, 
by which, with other agencies, a complete revulsion of 
public opinion has been effected; so that the advocates of 
the suggestion, made by us in vain seven years ago, for re- 
moving the drainage from the front of the town, have at 
length secured 4 preponderating influence in the Town 
Council, and there is every prospect of our wishes being 
comprehensively and speedily carried out. It is satisfac- 
tory also to observe that, owing to our report last year on 
Guildford, the steps taken to improve the sanitary con- 
dition of the town have been successful, and that the 
medical officer of health has been able to report a complete 
absence this autumn of the epidemics with which the town 
has been so frequently visited at that period of the year. 
We have issued a Commission for the purpose of inquiring 
into the Administration of the Out-patient Departments of 
our Metropolitan Hospitals. In almost every case the in- 
quiry has resulted in more or less satisfactory reforms. It 
is to be regretted, however, that the largest and richest of 
the Royal hospitals should have sheltered itself under the 
wing of Royalty for the purpose of resisting the reasonable 
demands of the public for a thorough investigation into its 
administration, and of the profession for a due extension of 
the staff. The subject will continue to occupy our atten- 
tion; and it may be found desirable to extend our inves- 
tigations into the internal administration, not only of St. 
Bartholomew’s, but of other hoipitals. 

We have continued to watch over the interests of the 
Poor-law Medical Staff, and, so far as our space permitted, 
we have given all the assistance in our power to the develop- 
ment of the Poor-law Medical Officers’ Association. The 
valuable observations of the President have proved conclu- 
sively the economy and desirability of public dispensaries ; 
and it is satisfactory to know that the President of the 
Poor-law Board can now enforce their establishment, 
should he think fit todo so. Only a few dispensaries have 
as yet been introduced ; but we shall hope that ere long the 
matter will be seriously taken up by the authorities at 
Gwydyr House, and that we shall have the pleasure of an- 
nouncing the formation of many in the’coming year. We 
have abstained from taking a prominent part in the squah- 
bles of the St. Pamcras guardians, though we have not 
failed to add our denunciation to that of the public gene- 
rally of the disgraceful maladministration which has been 
permitted to prevail, and for which, in common with the 
coroners’ juries, we have condemned the Poor-law Board as 
well as the guardians. At Clerkenwell, also, we are glad to 
know that, in consequence of the public exposures which 
were made, the sick have been removed to more suitable 
wards, and the basement story has ceased to be occupied as 
receiving-wards and sleeping-rooms. In many of the metro- 
politan workhouses great improvements have been made 
within the year, and the infirm wards at Marylebone may 
be regarded as most successful illustrations of what skill 
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and economy can effect for the comfort of the pauper class, 
even when brought into action by the administrators of 
minimum relief, We have watched with jealousy the short- 
comings of the inspecting staff employed by the Poor-law 
Board, in the hope that the repeated disclosures of defects 
in workhouses, which would not be tolerated by a medical 
officer of health, may eventually lead to the formation of 
sanitary and medical departments at the Poor-law Board, 
and to.the employment of inspectors technically educated 
for their,important duties. 

As far as the British and Indian Medical Services are 
concerned, there has not been much of importance to 
chronicle, during the past year. The former service is 
labouring under a chronic disorder which every year assumes 
amore. threatening aspect. The numerical disproportion 
between the executive and administrative ranks is great» 
and mainly from the preponderance of officers in the rank 
of assistant-surgeon. Promotion is at a stand-still—a con- 
dition. mainly induced by the influx of officers during the 
Crimean war and Indian mutivy. Mer in the senior ranks 
of, the department alsy refuse to move, and, like foreign | 
bodies impacted in a channel, they threaten to arrest the | 
circulation. If no promotions have taken place, the 
authorities at Whitehall-yard have managed, at any rate, | 
successfully to confront those who come, in the guise | 
of financial reformers and practical economists, to dis- | 
turb the repose’ which is erroneously supposed to cha- | 
racterise the minds of Government employés. Heads of | 





departments require to exercise all their dexterity in | 
these days to save their subordinates from that form of | 


genteel poverty implied in the term half-pay. A Govern- | 
ment that deducts a halfpenny a night from the pay of a | 
married soldier for a set of bedding lent to his family, and | 
issues circulars on the economy of mending quill pens, or 
mulcts the Government cats of half their rations in order 
to sharpen their appetites for the mice that prey on Govern- | 
ment stores, is not likely to leave a stone unturned to 
secure an economical administration. No candidates have 
been required for the medical service of the British army ; 
but the portals of the Indian service have remained open. 
The course taken in regard to the Indian furlough regula- 
tions is an illustration of the way in which Government | 
authorities so often manage to excite feelings of irritation | 
in its servants, 
The Netley Establishment, not having its usual supply of | 
medical candidates; was most wisely utilised for the benefit | 
of medical.officers already in the service. We are assured 
that the applications from officers to enter upon the course | 
of study pursued there were very numerous, and that a great | 
desire was evinced by surgeons and assistant-surgeons alike | 
to. reap the advantages which a course at the Netley School 
unquestionably offers. The School could not have been | 
applied to a. better or more useful purpose. Men return 
from. foreign seryice with matured judgment and a know- 
ledge « of the world such as they probably never had before, | 
4, technical instruction in hygiene and pathology supplies | 
with all that is requisite to make them very valuable | 
public servants, Netley ought to become a medical school | 


fos, the united services. 
The present being an eminently utilitarian and critical | 


age, itis not surprising that all departments and institutions 
are being subjected to the ordeal of a rigid scrutiny, out of 
which many will come reformed and reconstructed. The 
transformation so effected will be differently regarded, of 
course, What to one appears symmetry, strength, and 
order, to another wears the aspect of deformity, disorder, 
and debility. So it is with the regimental or general staff 
system of organisation for the Army Medical Service. Of 
one thing, however, we may be sure: the tests which will be 
applied will be primarily considerations of economy and 
public efficiency. The course of the Indian Government in 
refusing to bear on its strength any medical officers beyond 
those actually employed in the country, administers a blow 
to the regimental system of administration, and we pro- 
phesy that Indian financiers will ere long consolidate the 
medical and sanitary duties of the British and Indian 
armies under one head and in one system of administration. 
We have no space to notice the enormous amount of in- 
formation contained in the different blue-books and official 
reports ; but we must not forget to mention that an investi- 
gation into the origin, causes, and progress of cholera, that 
terrible scourge of India, has been undertaken on a more 
systematic and extended basis than has ever before been 
attempted. 

The Naval Medical Service has, in common with many 
other public departments, undergone considerable altera- 
tion during the past year. First, of course, must rank the 
change of the Director-General, Dr. Anmsrrone succeeding 
Dr. Bryson, whose death we have had so recently to regret. 
In Dr. AnmstronG the Government has, we believe, secured 
the services of a most able and energetic officer ; whilst at 
the same time the department has to congratulate itself 
upon having at its head a man of scientific and social 
position, and one who is prepared to support his officers in 
any just demand upon the Executive. Consequent upon 
Dr. ArmsrRone’s promotion, certain alterations in the list 
of inspectors took place: Sir Davip Dzgas, Dr. Burn, and 


_ Dr. Srewarr retired on good-service pensions; and Drs. 


AnpERson and Smart were promoted to inspectorial rank. 
The appointment by Mr. Curipers of a commission of ciyil 


| practitioners to inspect and report upon the several naval 


hospitals excited a good deal of ill-feeling in the naval ser- 
vice ; but the recommendations it made were not of a very 


| sweeping character, and principally of an economic nature, 


general witness being borne to the zeal and ability of the 
medical establishments. The new Director-General has 
already introduced some improvements and reforms in the 
service; amongst which we may mention the restriction of 
home appointments to five years’ tenure, and the competi- 
tive examination of candidates for assistant-surgeoncies in 


| the navy with those for the army medical service. With 


the concurrence of the Admiralty, still further advan- 
tageous changes may be anticipated, so that the British 
naval medical service may be second to none. 

The annals of the Royal College of Physicians for this 
year contain nothing particularly requiring notice, with one 
distinguished exception. Quite lately the College has taken 
the initiative, at the instance of the Registrar, Dr. Prrman, 
in calling for a uniform minimum standard of examination 
to be exacted from all students, and without which no one 
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shall be allowed to practise at all: such examination to be 
settled by a central national board. It has often been our 
duty to’censure the College of Physicians as cherishing a 
hyper-conservatism, and as exhibiting a timidity and a 
backwardness to advance with the times which we deemed 
unworthy of so great an institution. We are bound to say 
that its present action merits the hearty praise and grati- 
tude of the whole profession, and we are delighted to see 
that it has proved a triumphant success. Such a lead 
must necessarily be followed. 

The year has not been uneventful at the College of 
Surgeons, whose prospects have been materially affected 
by the conduct of the College of Physicians, and by the 
evident approach of the day for a one-faculty examination. 
The first event of importance was Mr. CurtiNe’s motion to 
add Midwifery to the subjects of examination for the 
diploma of membership; and this was carried with little 
discussion, and will be enforced after next October. Mr. 
Erasmus Witson’s munificent offer to found a chair of 
Dermatology came next in order, and, having after some 
discussion been accepted, that gentleman was himself, in 
August last, appointed the first professor of Dermatology, 
and will give his course of lectures early in the coming 
year. The Hunterian lecture in February was delivered by 
Mr. Quarn, the president ; this being, we believe, the first 
occasion on which the president of the College has under- 
taken oratorical labours during his year of office. Mr. 
Quan dealt principally with the preliminary education of 
the medical student, and his mind apparently received such 
a bias from his studies on the subject, that he seems, as 
proved by later events, to have arrived at the belief that 
the preliminary examination of candidates for the College 
diploma is one of its most cherished privileges. Mr. Lz Gros 
CiarxK gave his concluding course of lectures on Visceral 
Lesions, of which we have published epitomes; and Mr. 
Howxg, the first “‘Arris and Gale lecturer,” gave a short 
course of learned lectures on the Minute Structure of some 
parts of the Eye, intending to complete the subject next 
year. The constitution of the Court of Examiners again 
excited some public discussion, apropos of the re-election of 
Mr. Parraipes for a second quinquennial period. The Coun- 
cil by this proceeding showed that it was perfectly possible 
to elect a gentleman not himself on the Council. A motion 
carried by Mr. Humpury will tend to widen the field of selec- 
tion of future Examiners by securing due notice of the retire- 
ment of any Examiner; and, as we noticed last week, the 
ensuing year will give three opportunities for such a selec- 
tion. The annual election in July gave rise to an unusual 
amount of correspondence, owing principally to the perse- 
vering efforts on the part of Dr. Morris, of Spalding, who 
insisted upon drawing from every candidate an expression 
of his views respecting the College Council and its duties. 
Of the three retiring members, Messrs. Mackmunpo, Sotty, 
and Apams, the first declined to be put in nomination on 
account of failing health, and did not survive many weeks ; 
the second secured his election by a strong personal canvass 
and an appeal ad misericordiam ; and the last, who honour- 
ably abstained from all personal efforts, was not re-elected. 
Mr, Ertcusen and Mr. Joun Gay were the other successful 
candidates; and Mr. Henry Lee received an amount of 





support which will no doubt encourage him to come forward 
again. The election itself was remarkable for the successful 
assertion of the right of Fellows to ask questions of the 
President ; for, although the College authorities had armed 
themselves with a legal opinion against any Fellow “ad- 
dressing the meeting,’ the President was unable to refuse 
to answer direct interrogation. The result of the last elec- 
tion has been already seen in the motion carried with 
considerable unanimity in November—that meetings of 
the Fellows and Members should be called within the Col- 
lege, and, by the appointment of a committee, to report 
upon the subject. 

The various Medical Sovieties have maintained their ac- 
customed reputation, and their meeting-rooms have been 
the scenes of many instructive and well-sustained debates. 
It is difficult to point out especial excellence where there 
has been so much merit; but the Royal Medical and 
Chirurgical Society has received at least two papers of per- 
manent value, and which will form part of the history of 
science. One of these was Dr. Wr.L1am Oc e's description 
of a case of loss of function of the fifth pair of nerves; the 
other was Mr. Joun Woon’s account of his operations for 
the relief of extroverted bladder. (Under the head of ‘‘ Medi- 
cal work of the year” we have alluded to other subjects of 
clinical importance.) The ordinary or scientific proceedings 
of the Societies have been thrown somewhat into shade 
by the attempts that have been made to effect an amal- 
gamation of them all, in order to constitute a Royal Society 
of Medicine. It was felt by many of the wisest men in the 
profession that such a Society would serve many and great 
purposes; that it would bring the unity of Medicine visibly 
home to the perceptions of the public; and that it would 
afford a means of promoting the growth of sound opinion, 
and the progress of wholesome legislation, with regard to 
many matters in which all practitioners are alike interested. 
It was felt also that the division of labour necessary for 
the requirements of science might be accomplished by the 
aid of sections; and that in these sections the Societies to 
be absorbed might in fact be represented, and might retain 
much of their independence and all of their utility. The first 
attempts to carry the suggestion into practice were made 
by the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, the Fellows 
of which, at crowded special meetings, discussed the heads 
of an arrangement for amalgamation with infinite care, and 
finally submitted the resolutions at which they arrived to 
the other bodies that were concerned. A conference of 
delegates from the several Societies was then constituted, 
and two or three meetings have been held. Unfortunately, 
there is already evidence of a desire on the part of some 
of these delegates to claim all and to sacrifice nothing. It 
is possible that they act under instruction ; but they have 
certainly failed to display any appreciation of the large 
interests that are at stake in the matter, or to see anything 
beyond such questions as the custody of their own books, 
or the number of sheets to be accorded to their own Trans- 
actions. It is our present task to write only history; bat 
we cannot refrain from expressing, even here, the hope 
that the difficulties of detail to which we have referred may 
in time be overcome. It is the duty of the proféssion to 
show a single front in many great causes; and disunion 
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between the Societies is like a dispute in a garrison, on 
some question of uniform or of precedence, at a time when 
the advanced guard of a storming party is approaching 
the gates. 

The British Medical Association had a very successful 
meeting at Leeds. The address of Sir Wi11am Jenner, 
showing the great advance of medicine, not only as a science, 
but as an art; that of Mr. Nunneuey, containing an 
attack upon Mr. Lisrer’s antiseptic treatment; and Dr. 
Crapwicr’s address on “ Hospitalism,” in which, by the 
way, he bore testimony to good results from the antiseptic 
treatment, were among the principal features of the meeting. 
At the Social Science meeting at Bristol, Dr. Bupp, in an 
able paper, considered the question, “Can the Government 
further beneficially interfere in the prevention of infectious 
diseases?” He maintained that we wanted an enlarged 
sanitary machinery, with greatly increased powers; and in- 
sisted that the seed of infectious diseases in the various 
excreta of affected persons should be destroyed. The clerical 
element of the meeting asserted itself rather strongly 
against the extension of the Contagious Diseases Act to the 
civil population, and a resolution was passed, after much 
noise and confusion, against secret legislation and passing 
the Bill without discussion. The Medical Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation have agreed to resolutions in the spirit of an admir- 
able address by Sir Wiritt1am Jenner, and insisting on the 
importation of a much greater amount of clinical observation 
and duty into medical education, and urging upon the 


didates for their diplomas a necessary and essential part of 
their examinations, and that no candidate for a diploma 
should be admitted to the final and oral examinations until 
he has been certified by recognised examiners to have passed 
this clinical examination. 


greater surgical operations of the year. Amongst these we 
would specify the very effective use of the antiseptic liga- 


ture in cases of aneurism, by Mr. Bickersrern, of Liver- | 
pool; the removal of the tongue by Mr. Hzarn at home, | 


and by Mr. Rei in the Geelong Hospital. Mr. Srenczr 
Watts has recorded the results of his third series of a 
hundred cases of ovariotomy. 


of his first hundred cases was 34, that of his second was 28, 
and that of his third 23. He has enlarged our ideas of the 


surgical liberties which the human body will bear to have | 


taken with it, by in one case removing the whole uterus 
and ovaries (the patient surviving the operation), and, in 
another, removing a large ovarian tumour at the fourth 


within a month. Dr. West gracefully recanted his views on 
this occasion, and acknowledged the value of the results 
obtained. A French surgeon has excised the uterus. 
Various members of the profession have been specially 
honoured in the course of the year. A proposal was made 
first in our columns to perpetuate the memory of the 
name and labours of the late Dr. MarsHart Haut. The 
suggestion, made originally by Mr. Ex.is, of Newcastle, was 
soon received by the leading consulting practitioners of 
London. Dr. Burrows presided at a meeting on the 29th 


The mortality declines | 
steadily with his growing experience, so that, whereas that 





_ of January, in the rooms of the Royal Medical and Chirur- 


gical Society, and initiated the movement in a yery able 
statement of Dr. Hatu’s merits as a physiologist and a phy- 
sician. We hope soon to announce the final result of this 
movement. 

Professor Symx, of Edinburgh, had an attack of paralysis 
in April, from which, to the great pleasure of all who love 
British surgery, he has so far recovered as to be 
able to resume consulting practice. A very extensive feeling 
prevailed that he deserved some public recognition of his 
many contributions to practical surgery, and his great 
success as a clinical teacher. A meeting was called in 
London, and already it is evident that the views of the 
promoters of this movement will be easily realised. Dr. 
Sarpy, too, is destined, however reluctantly, to re- 
ceive some public proof of the esteem in which he is held 
by his pupils and others who associate his name intimately 
with sound physiology. The greatest objectors to testi- 
monials will not object to these. Until the State will honour 
itself, as the Continental States do, by pubiic recognition of 
of the merits of scientific men, it will devolve upon the 
professional and scientific portion of the public to do the 


| neglected duty of the State. The Emperor Naroizon does 
| not treat the savants of France as ours are treated. Every 


year he raises one or more to the Senate, and this year he 
has magnified himself by so raising Cuaupge Bernarp and 
Ricorp. There may come a time when our House of Lords 


| may perceive how it would be enriched by the occasional 
examining bodies to make the clinical examination of can- | 


reception into itself of men who head professions, and give 
method and shape to scientific progress. It is creditable 
to the Town Council of Edinburgh that they have conferred 
on Sir James Suxpson the freedom of the city. The honour 
of knighthood has been conferred on Dr. Auperson, the 


| President of the College of Physicians. 
We generally devote a paragraph in the Summary to the 


The great hospitals have received much attention in the 


| course of the year. Sir James Simpson has led an argument 


against them, and most people admit that, as far as obstetric 
cases and cases of larger surgical operations are concerned, 
there is much to be said against them. But these are only 


| a small seetion of the cases treated in large hospitals, the 


advantages of which to medical students, as well as to 
their inmates, are very palpable. Our own inquiries 
into the working of the out-patients’ department of hos- 
pitals have suggested very grave fears that our great 
hospitals are administered in a way to do the least good to 
the profession and to the poor—in a spirit of routine and 
habit which is quite inconsistent with modern views of 


utility. A very happy development of the hospital system 
| should be noticed this year in the National Cottage Hospital 
month of pregnancy, the patient being on Ramsgate Pier | 


for consumptive patients at Ventnor. We congratulate 
Dr. Hassauu on the success of this scheme of his, and on 
the Royal auspices under which the hospital was opened. A 
very remarkable system of purchase of hospital appcint- 
ments in Dublin was brought to light in our columns. Only 
one thing was more remarkable than the way in which such 
appointments were sold, and the profits divided, and that was 
the way in which the system was justified by the leading 
practitioners of Dublin. It is vain to expect high principles 
in the ethics of the lower regions of practice if hospital phy- 
sicians and surgeons will buy and sell hospital appointments. 
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Two events in the University of Edinburgh call for 
notice. Professor Lister has been elected to the chair of 
Clinical Surgery, rendered vacant by the resignation of 
Professor Symx. A few months ago the Council of the 
University sanctioned the decision of the Court that the 
professors in the Medical Faculty should be permitted to 
take iady pupils. This event was very unsatisfactory to 
the profession, and was not on any large scale gratifying to 
ladies. The adventurous few who wish to study medicine 
are still in a fix on account of several teachers declining to 
act upon the permission of the University Council. Verily, 
as we said at the time, the difficulty of the admission of 
ladies to the profession has only been shifted, not removed. 

We do not dwell at any length on our own history as a 
journal, or on our own labours during the year. By the 
favour of leading practitioners in every part, we have been 
enabled to lay before the profession their latest and best 
views of disease and its treatment. We can only specify 
a few of the communications which have enriched our 
columns. Dr. Brown-Siquarp on Injuries of the Spinal 
Cord, on the Physiology and Pathology of the Nervous 
System, and on the Treatment of Organic Nervous Affee- 
tions ; a Scientific Investigation into the Causes of Cholera 
(being reports of interviews with Perrenxorer of Munich, 
Professor, Dx Bary at Halle, and Professor Ernst Haier 
at Jena), by Dr. Doveras Cunninenam and Dr. Trmrorny 
Lewis; Ligere on the Nutritive Value of different kinds of 
Food; Mr. Pacgr on Carbuncle, Fractures of the Leg, Dis- 
eases of Ankle and Foot, and Aneurism of the Femoral 
Artery; Dr. Ramsxm: on Stomachal Epilepsy; Mr. 
Bropuvrst on Orthopedic Surgery; Dr. Hype Sarrer on 
Asthma and other diseases of the chest; Dr. Rottestron on 
the Earth-closet System ; Dr. Smmxey Rrxeer on the Thera- 
peutic Action of Drugs; Professor Lister on the Antiseptic 
Ligature of Arteries; Dr. Greznnow on Pulmonary Em- 
physema connected with Gout; Dr. Burpon-SanpEerson 
on Phthisis and Hemoptysis; Dr. Sreruenson on the Dis- 
eases of Children; Dr. Grarny Hewrrr on Prolapsus Uteri ; 
Mr. BrcxersterH on the Antiseptic Treatment of Wounds ; 
Mr. West on Popliteal Aneurism; Sir J. Y. Smrpson and 
Mr. Houses on Hospitalism; Dr. Buanc on Abscess of the 
Liver; Mr, Sozmtpere Wetis on Diseases of the Bye; Dr. 
Rursgrrorp on the History and Aims of Physiology; Dr. 
Marruews Duncan on Maternity Hospitals; Dr. McCann 
Anperrson on Diseases of the Skin; Mr. Barwes (a student) 
on Medical Education. We were favoured, through the 
medium of Mr. Coutsoy, with M. Cry1ate’s account of the 
cease of Leorotp I., King of the Belgians. Time would fail 
us to specify more of our original contributions. 

Our own editorial work and the labours of our Commis- 
sioners we need not further speak of. We have three 
great objects in view. We endeavour to use any influence 
we possess as a journal,—first, to further the progress of 
Medicine as a healing art; secondly, to bring about the 
application of medical knowledge to the prevention of dis- 
ease in the enactment of hygienic laws and the enforcement 
of them; and, lastly, to elevate and advance Medicine 
as a profession. The profession leaves us in no doubt 
as to its opinion of the way in which we try to discharge 
our duty; and so long as we are backed by its favour and 





support we shall continue that independent and fearless 
course of conduct which has ever been the policy and the 
glory of Tae Lancer. 

Death has bereft us of many honoured members of the 
profession during the past year. Dr. H. G. Warenr, Mr. 
Hopasox, Dr. Warprop, Sir Josrru Ovurrrs, Dr. Osponre, 
Mr. Tomas Orton, Mr. Jouw Happy James, Mr. Maurice 
Coius, Dr. Wu. Setixr, Dr. Dunciisonw of Philadelphia, 
Dr. Jonx Hertor, Dr. Carrsrorure Exmuorr, Dr. Wroutam 
Strman, Dr. James Jounwstonwr, Mr. Jomn Tosnach, Mr. 
R. Gnrrrt, Dr. Gattrao, Mr. Mackuvrpo, Dr. Breosre, 
Mr. Gurugte, Dr. F. W. Greson, Dr. Roerr, Prof. Granay, 
Dr. Jouw Curnetiz, Dr. W. Cuarx, Dr. Eastiaxs, Mr. Jouw 
Gay (of Swindon), Mr. Jas. Havrtanp, Dr. Beysow, C.B., 
Mr. Heapuann, Dr. Jonw Macrantane, Dr. Srewart, BN. 
These names will represent different losses to different 
minds. Some laboured in the higher regions of practice, 
and swayed others by reason of their admitted authority ; 
others laboured in the more general spheres of practice, 
and were honoured for the wisdom which they displayed 
when there was no consultation to give dignity and ponip 
to suffering; others again laboured, like Mr. Grrrrt, in 
the interests of their professional brethren. All have rested 
from their labours, and their works will follow them. 





Medical Armotations. 


“Ne quid nimis.” 


THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL. 


Ar the interview between the Lord President of the Privy 
Council and the Executive Committee of the General Medical 
Council on the 14th inst., Dr. Paget drew the Lord Pre- 
sident’s attention to the following subjects, in addition to 
those more particularly affecting the constitution of the 
Council, to which we referred in our leading article last 
week. 

The inconvenience of the existing Lunacy Laws, in re- 
quiring a certificate of insanity to be signed by a practi- 
tioner residing in the same division of the kingdom as the 
asylum to which it is proposed to convey the lunatic, was 
pointed out. Attention was drawn to the anomaly that 
members of the College of Surgeons of Ireland are alone 
eligible for the post of surgeon to Irish county infirmaries, 
whilst no such restriction obtains in the sister countries. 
Lastly, it was shown to be desirable that power should be 
given the Medical Council to insert in the Register a quali- 
fication in State Medicine, in addition to any of the qualifi- 
cations already recognised by the Act. 


“STARVED TO DEATH!" 


Sucu is the conclusion which must have forced itself upon 
the mind of everyone on hearing the end of the Welsh 
fasting girl—the miserable victim of her own delusions ancl 
of the superstition, ignorance, and fraud of some of those 
about her. We confess to a feeling of indignation, and a sense 
of shame, as we read the account of this cruel demonstration 
of that which needed no proof. The end wag inevitable, 
unless some one stepped in to avert it, ‘The rapid pulse, 
the depression of temperature—which was probably the 
immediate cause of death—and the final stage of delirium, 
are the ordinary phenomena of death by starvation. It 
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appears to us monstrous that such an occurrence should 
have taken place in the nineteenth century. The two years’ 
fasting was a gross imposition, which the careful weighing 
of the patient before and after a few days’ watching might 
have demonstrated. The girl was no doubt the victim of a 
diseased volition, and an hysterical aversion to food on her 
part was so fostered by everything that took place around 
her that it even dominated the stronger natural instincts. 
That she took some food, however, before the watching, the 
result of that experiment must have proved to all. The duty 
of the sister and nurses was not to prevent the child from 
taking food, but to discover whether any was taken, and 
they seem to us to have discharged their part in the 
transaction with skill and tenderness. They were warned, 
we are assured, to be on the alert for the symptoms 
of exhaustion, and to meet them by the timely use of 
nutriment. They were, we assume, instructed by the 
daily medical attendant, and we have no hesitation 
in saying that it was his duty, on perceiving any such 
symptoms, to have acted with promptitude and decision. 
He ought to have warned the parents in unmistakable 
terms that if the girl died from the effects of abstinence 
from food, they would be held guilty, legally and morally, 
of her death, and be made responsible for it. In the event 
of their refusal to administer nutriment, he should un- 
questionably have assumed the responsibility of doing 
so. Some of the members of the Medical Committee 
appear to have perceived that they might be made to 
occupy a false position, and they therefore wisely retired. 
Members of the medical profession have often been accused 
of rising like one man in order to place their backs against 
the door to investigation. They had not gauged, it was 
said, all the facts of physiology and pathology. From the 
first moment that we heard of this so-called miracle, we did 
not hesitate to characterise it asa gross imposition. Every 
scientific man knew that it was a palpable absurdity, and in 
contravention of all known laws and experience, to suppose 
that the temperature and the development of tissue could 
have been maintained without any waste or change of sub- 
stance. The only medical aspect of the case of any interest 
ought to have been the cure of the child, and this would 
have been mainly induced by moral means easily accom- 
plished in the wards of an hospital, whither she ought 
to have been removed long ago. So deluded were those 
who ought to have known better, that our opinions were, of 
course, rejected by many as the arrogant expressions of 
professional prejudice. The case will, we trust, meet with 
a searching investigation, That someone had been fraudu- 
lently and surreptitiously supplying this miserable girl with 
food, there can be no shadow of doubt, and the medical 
attendants should not have allowed themselves to have been 
in the least degree influenced, as one of them appears to 
have been, by those who were obviously interested in the 
maintenance of the fraud. The practical lesson is clear— 
the medical profession should have nothing to do, directly 
or indirectly, with the investigation of any of the absurd 
stories arising from time to time out of ignorance, deceit, or 
superstition. The sacrifice of this child ought to be enough 
in all conscience to make any future attempts at similar 
impostures penal. 





LUNATICS AND FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 


Tue serious question has been raised whether lunatics 
are or are not entitled to sick pay from benefit societies. A 
depntation from the Artists’ Benefit Society has had an 
intérview with Mr. Tidd Pratt upon the subject, and that 
gentleman expressed his opinion that lunatics are not en- 
titled to payments from the sick funds of the Societies to 


argued before the county magistrates at. Tettenhall, near 
Wolverhampton, where a Mrs. Ward obtained an order for 
the payment of four shillings per week and arrears, her 
husband being a pauper lunatic, and certified as on that 
account unable to follow his ordinary employment. _ Not- 
withstanding the opinion of Mr. Tidd Pratt, we think that 
the decision of the magistrates is entirely in accordance with 
the general practice of the best-conducted benefit societies, 
and also with the law. Insanity is but a form of sickness, 
and the very fact of a person being confined within. an 
asylum ought to be sufficient evidence that he is unable 
to follow his usual employment. 

Nevertheless, it eannot be denied that the “equity” of 
this decision is by no means clear. Insanity is a contin- 
gency which can scarcely be placed in the same category 
with those accidental illnesses of a more or less temporary 
character, against which the benefit societies are intended 
specially to provide. It is a contingency which can searcely 
be foreseen, and as it often lasts a lifetime, it seems some- 
what hard that the funds of a Society should be so heavily 
taxed—nay, the very existence of the Society endangered,— 
by an occurrence for which the small amount of subscrip- 
tion is not calculated to be sufficient. On the one hand, the 
hardship is peculiarly great on the Society when the mem- 
ber has only recently joined, and made but few payments ; 
and on the other, it would be unfair to exclude a lunatic 
who, having been a subscribing member many years, had on 
that account an equitable claim upon the funds. The rea- 
sonable solution of the difficulty, and one which we venture 
to recommend for general adoption, is that in every case of 
permanent insanity, the connexion with the Society shall be 
terminated by referring the question of claim to arbitra- 
tion, and we suggest the insertion of such a clause in 
future rules. 


DEATH OF DR. STEWART, R.N. 


We regret to learn the death, on the 17th inst., at Ivy 
Bridge, Devon, of Dr. John Grant Stewart, C.B., Inspeetor- 
General of Hospitals and Fleets. Our readers will remem- 
ber the hard treatment Dr. Stewart received in his foreed 
retirement from the Plymouth Naval Hospital, and we re- 
gret that he has survived so short a time to enjoy the good- 
service pension given him as a placebo. Dr. Stewart had 
seen much service, and his intrepid and self-sacrificing 
conduct in connexion with the Eclair fever-ship will not be 
readily forgotten. He became Inspector-General in 1861. 
By the deaths of Drs. Bryson and Stewart, an honorary 
physicianship and an honorary surgeoncy to the Queen be- 
come vacant, in addition to the honorary surgeoncy vacated 
some months back by the death of Dr. Folds, R.N. The 
Director-General will have no difficulty in selecting names 
for submission to her Majesty as worthy of honour as those 
we have mentioned ; and those highly-prized honours should 
not be allowed to remain long undistributed. 





THE CASE OF MARY ANN WRACC. 


Tue miserable death of Mary Ann Wragg, at Sheffield, 
upon which we have more than once had occasion to. re- 
mark, has drawn from the Poor-law Board a\highly im- 
portant declaration, Our readers will remember that the 
poor girl had fever, and was attended by Mr. Taylor, the 
resident medical officer of the Public Hospital. He certified 
that she required wine; and this wine the Board of 
Guardians did not supply. She died, and, in Mr. Taylor's 
opinion, died for want of the wine. The Poor-law Board 
admits that a Board of Guardians is not bound to give relief 
to any applicant who brings a certificate or recommenda- 
tion from any medical practitioner; but at the same time 





which they respectively belong. The question has also been 














Tue Lancer, | 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT.—PARIS. 


fDHe.'25; 1865. BRS 








points out that “it would be their duty to institute inquiry 
into the case, and if it should appear that there was desti- 
tution and inability to procure stimulants and nourishment 
for the condition in which he may be then placed, they 
would be bound to provide that such relief should be 
promptly and sufficiently administered, without referring 
the applicant to any other quarter from which they might 
consider that such relief could be obtained.” It is manifest, 
therefore, that if the Sheffield guardians had been properly 
instructed in their duty at an earlier period, the poor girl 
Wragg would not have fallen a luckless victim to red tape. 
We hope she may not die in vain; and that guardians 
generally will lay to heart the lesson to be drawn from her 
untimely fate. The lesson seems to be, that their duties, or 
those of their officers, are of an active rather than of a 
passive nature. On hearing a report of distress and want, 
they should find out whether it be true, and not wait until 
what they consider to be proof is brought home to them by 
others. 


THE WESTMINSTER PLAY. 


Srvce our notice last week of Mr. T. Wakley’s perform- 
ance of Megaronides, we have learnt that he was not the 
only representative of the medical profession in the cast. 
Callicles was played by Mr. Barron, a son of Dr. Barron, of 
Southport ; and Sycophanta by Mr. Sharpe, a son of Dr. 
Sharpe, of Worthing. We are much pleased at the evi- 
dence thus afforded, not only that the good old school is 
duly valued by our brethren, but also that their sons thus 
give promise, by ability and industry in early life, of at- 
taining success and honour in larger spheres of action. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT. 


We understand that the returns from the different dis- 
tricts included under the Contagious Diseases Act show 
that the hospital system has been instrumental in dimi- 
nishing, in a very marked degree, the amount and severity 
of these forms of disease. When the Act was first put in 
operation, the hospital accommodation was quite inade- 
quate; but, owing to the reduction that has taken place, it 
is now found fully sufficient. 


We are glad to learn that the Governors of Westminster 
Hospital have determined to appoint an Assistant Obstetric 
Physician, and hope that under his charge a separate de- 
partment for the out-door treatment of diseases peculiar to 
women will shortly be organised. Applications for the office 
are to be made before ‘the 28th inst., and we understand 
that Dr. Arthur Edis, Assistant-Physician to the Hospitai 
for Women, and a former distinguished pupil of the West- 
minster Hospital, proposes to offer himself as a candidate. 


Ar a recent meeting of the Senate of the University of 
London, the. registrar stated that the trustees of the 
Gilchrist Educational Trust propose to establish for the 
West Indian colonies a scholarship of £100 a year, tenable 
for three years, to be annually awarded on the basis of the 
matriculation examination, in the same way as the scholar- 
skip of like amount is awarded for the Dominion of Canada. 
The same trustees have resolved also to found a third 
scholarship on the same basis, to be given every alternate 
year, for the colony of Tasmania. Earl Granville having 
undertaken, moreover, that if the University should be 
disposed to institute its matriculation examination in the 
above-named colonies, and the scheme be approved by the 
local authorities, every facility should be given by the Colo- 
nial Cffice to ensure its correct conduction, as in the case of 





the Mauritius and Canada, the Senate decided to institute 
an examination, through the Colonial Office, in the West 
India Colonies and in Tasmania. 


Two animated debates on the Contagious Diseases Act, 
in the Midland Medical Society, have resulted in the affirma- 
tion, by a large majority of the Fellows and Members 
present, that it is expedient to extend the provisions of the 
Act to the civil as well as to the military and naval popu- 
lation. 


W. Swrrx, LL.D., has been appointed by the Crown to 
supply the vacancy in the number of Fellows of the Uni- 
versity of London occasioned by the decease of Dr. Peter 


Mark Roget. 


Dz. Firzstmons, for nearly forty years medical officer of 
Rathangan Dispensary, Ireland, having sent in his re- 
signation to the board of guardians, a meeting was held, 
when the full superannuation allowance was granted him 
unanimously; the chairman, Mr. Wakely, J.P., “regretting 
it was not in his power te give him a higher mark of 
their favour, and wishing he may live many years to enjoy 
the fruits of his long service.” 

Dr. 8S. Hotpsworrn’s name has been placed on the Com- 
mission of the Peace for the West Riding of the County of 
York. 


Tue list of names of women who may in future pass the 
examinations for women at the University of London, will 
form a second part of the General Register of that body; 
the list of members of which the University is at present 
composed constituting hereafter its first part. 


Dr. Srorrar has been re-elected to represent the Uni- 
versity of London in the Medical Council. 


Ir is stated by the Globe, that a Government inquiry will 
probably be held early next year into the sanitary condition 
of the town of Barking, the late investigation by Mr. 
Rawlinson only embracing the points raised by the memo- 
rial of the inhabitants as against the Metropolitan Board 
of Works. 


AccorDine to the Veterinarian, only two counties in Eng- 
land have escaped the visitation of foot and mouth disease ; 
whilst Scotland and Wales have suffered severely, as also 
Ireland, where the contagion is said to be spreading. 





PARIS, 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


OPENING OF THE PROVINCIAL SCHOOLS OF MEDICINE. 
Tue opening of the provincial schools of medicine has 
just taken place with much suceess. The list of fresh stu- 
dents is very fair, and in many of the schools valuable 
innovations are held out for the forthcoming session. The 
opening of the Strasburg Faculty was a very good display. 
There was a considerable concourse of students, and all the 
local authorities were present. M. Stoltz, the Dean of the 
Faculty, in his address to the audience, congratulated him- 
self on the growing success of the Strasburg Faculty, whose 
teaching was now able to vie with that of any other. Not only 
were all the branches of medicine taught with considerable 
care, but there were, besides, valuable official courses on 
such important special departments as diseases of women, 

syphilitic diseases, &c. The formal opening of the Stras 
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burg Faculty was attempted this year for the first time, and 
the trial, as far as the students are concerned, has been 
very successful. Their attitude was remarkably calm and 
attentive, and contrasted favourably with the one usually 
held by the Paris students on such occasions. 

At Bordeaux, the opening of the school of medicine was 
amalgamated this year with that of the other faculties, law, 
theology, &c. It therefore offered no distinctive feature, 
and ended in a distribution of prizes. At Nantes, Professor 
Lapeyre delivered a remarkable discourse ‘‘ On the Place of 
Man in the Animal Series,” M. Laennec, a descendant of the 
great discoverer of auscultation, then read a report on the 
results of the different concours and examinations. 


MEDICAL ATTENDANCE ON FRIENDLY SOCIETIES IN FRANCE. 


A few years since, the medical men of various depart- 
ments of France, having to complain much of their con- 
nexion with the various unions, appointed a syndicate in 
each important locality, with the object of settling such 
vexed questions as salary, time, professional dignity, &c. 
This idea has been a very valuable one, and certainly de- 
serves to be noticed. There is even now a question pending 
between one of the local syndicates and the Committee of 
Friendly Societies. The Syndicate very wisely suggested 
that each member of the union might be free to choose his 
own medical attendant, who would then apply to the 
Society for payment. But the Committee states that it 
will continue to appoint a fixed number of medical officers, 
to whose attendance the members must necessarily submit. 
The only answer which they afford to the liberal suggestion 
of the medical Syndicate is, that the existing regulations 
state itso. They thus leave no door open to reform, and 
show at once the narrow spirit which animotes them, as 
well as the necessity of maintaining such institutions as the 
one I have mentioned for the defence of professional rights 
and dignity. The Committee wish to choose their own 
medi officers, and thus foster a system of favouritism, 
whilst they illiberally refuse to each member of the union 
the right of choosing the medical man in whom he has 
most confidence. 


OCCURRENCE OF CHARBON AND GLANDERS IN THE YOUNG 
HEIFER AND ITS POSSIBLE PERNICIOUS INFLUENCE 
IN ANIMAL VACCINATION. 


It may be well to add a few facts to the question of the 
occurrence of glanders and charbon in the young heifer, 
and its possible pernicious influence in animal vaccination, 
which was started at the Academy during the discussion on 
vaccine, and to which I briefly alluded in a former letter. 
The fact of this occurrence had been vigorously asserted by 
M, Colin, and as vigorously denied by another veterinary 


member, M. Bouley. Then M. Leblanc objected that this | 


might occur, but never in the very young heifer. M. Colin 
then stated that he had frequently observed the fact. 


country, who state that they have observed charbon on 
sucking lambs and on heifers of only a few months’ old. 
M. Colin adds that the cases he had seen were not observed 
at Alfort or in the environs of Paris (a fact which would 
explain how MM. Leblanc and Bouley, both professors at 
Alfort, had never witnessed similar cases), but in the de- 
partment of Saone and Loire, where charbon is very pre- 
valent. 
Paris, Dee, 21st, 1869. 





DR. ALEXANDER CARROLL MAINGAY. 
Meptctne and natural history have alike to deplore the 


loss of a young and proficient votary in the death of Dr. 
Alex. C. Maingay, superintendent of the Convict Prison at 


Rangoon. On Nov. 15th eight of the felons in the building 


rose, overpowered their guards, and took possession of the | 


He | 
now produces letters from the veterinary surgeons in the | 





wounded, while the eight convicts who had effected their 
escape were (not without difficulty) recaptured. Dr. Main- 
gay graduated in medicine with much distinction at Edin- 
burgh in 1858, and, among fifty-eight competitors, was one 
of the three who gained prizes for their inaugural theses. 
He was also a Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in the same city. He had for many years been collecting 
and arranging in botanical order every plant he could pro- 
cure in the Malay Archipelago and Burmah, and leaves for 
publication researches which will long retain a melancholy 
interest for the profession, as at once the primitia et reliquia 
of a bright and exemplary brother, whose sun went down 
while it was yet day. 


Mrdieal | Fetus. 


Roya, Couiiece or Puysicians or Lonpoy. — At 
an extraordinary meeting on the 22nd inst., the following 
gentlemen, having conformed tothe bye-laws and regulations 
and passed the required examinations, had licences granted 
to them to practise Physic, including therein the practice 
of Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery :— 

Abbott, George, Guy’s Hospital. 

Austen, Josiah, Surg. R.N., Vale House, Ramsgaic. 

Crook, John Evelyn, ~~ Northfleet, Kent. . 

Daly, Joseph Harding, Kingston-Bagpuize, Abingdon. 

Hardey, Edward Peirce, Westbourne-grove. 

Harris, — —* mw _ . 

Harrison, Henry Frank E » "s Hospital. 

Inman, Robert Matthews Redboura, St Albans. 

Knight, Thomas, M.B., Brill, Bueks, 

Litehfield, Henry Robert Campbell, Augusta Villa, Twickenham. 

Miller, Fredk. Montague, Claremont Villa, Stoke Newington-rd. 

Robertson, Frederick Marrant, Guy's Hospital. 

Rudge, Charles King, Redland-vale, near Bristol. 

wae Jas. Dow, Staff Asst.-Surg. Army, Ladbroke-road, Notting- 
lil-gate. 

Sloman, Samuel George, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 

Royat Coiiece or Surcrons or Eyetanp. — At 
a meeting of the Council held on the 9th inst., the under- 
mentioned gentleman was admitted a Fellow of the College 
by election :— 

Shirley, Henry John, M.R.CS., L.8.A., Finchingfield, Essex. 
The result of the preliminary examination in Arts for the 
diploma of Member and Fellow of the College, which has 
just terminated, will not be made known for two or three 
weeks, the number of candidates, both for the Membership 
and Fellowship, being considerably greater than at any 
previous examination. 


Apotuecaries’ Hatt. — The following gentlemen 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on Dec. 16th :— 

Barnes, Edgar , Hammersmith. 
Drew, Geo. Frederick Augustus, Plymouth. 
Ling, John Milford, Saxmundham. 
Napper, Albert Arthur, Cranleigh, Guildford. 
| semen be ap Stephen, Brixton. aw 
| earse, Francis James, St. George’s- re, 3.W. 
Sheard, William, Alford, Lincolushire 
The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
| first professional examination :— 
Clark, Frederick, St. Thomas's Hospital. 
Willcocks, Isaac, St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
University or Dusttw. — The following degrees 
| were conferred on the 15th inst. :— 
| Dserex or M.B.—John Drought Bird, Wm. Henry Blenkinsop, William 
Cameron Grant, Eyre Jevers, R. A. Lett, George Parsons, Richard 
Rainsford, Gilbert Smith, Arthur A. West, ‘Oscar Woods. 

Decuer or M.C.—Eyre Jevers., 

Docros 1x Menicrxs.—Selim Myer Salaman. 
| THe guardians of the Holborn Union have unani- 
| mously adopted the report of a Committee on Out-door 

Medical Relief, recommending that a letter be addressed to 
| the Poor-law Board esting their views on the following 
points:—1, the establishment of dispensaries; 2, and, if 
| desirable, the area and population which should be attached 
| to each; 3, the amount of accommodation; 4, the number 
and duties of the staff, 5, the desirability of improving the 








| 


guardroom, where the arms and ammunition of the police | form, and checking the abuse, of medical orders; 6, the 


were lodged. Dr. Maingay, on hearing the disturbance, 


immediately made for the guardroom, but on his way 
In the 
struggle four persons in all lost their lives, and two were 


thither was shot through the body and killed. 


| administration of extra medical comforts; 7, the giving .of 
reports and certificates, and the form of the reports. 
also request to know whether the Poor-law 

intend to issue instructions as to the provision 

of furniture, the and supply of drugs, and the genéral 
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administrative details—in fact, instructions similar in 
principle to those which are now in force, and which ema- 
nated from the Poor-law Board. The guardians state that 
they, before making any new arrangements for medical re- 
lief, would desire to know the wishes of the Poor-law 
Board, as they think it important to fall, if possible, into a 
general plan, rather than to attempt to carry out what 
might otherwise be a merely local and imperfect scheme. 


Tae Wetse Fasting Grat.—At the inquest on 
this girl on Tuesday the only remarkable evidence was that 
of Messrs, Thomas and Phillips, surgeons, who made the 
post-mortem examination. The body was plump and well- 
formed, with indications of puberty. The brain showed no 
signs of palsy. There was no obstruction in the aili- 
mentary canal. The stomach contained three teaspdonfuls 
of semi-gelatinous substance. The small intestines were 
empty. In the colon and rectum there was half a pound of 
hard excrement. There was no malformation anywhere. 
The body was free from disease. It was believed the de- 
ceased was afflicted with hysteria. Mr. Phillips spoke of a 
large hollow under the left arm capable of secreting a half- 
pint.bottle. Mr. Davies, the surgeon, deposed that the girl 
was in a fit for one month in 1867, when there was a diffi- 
culty in ascertaining whether she was dead or alive. The 
inquest was adjourned. , 


InspecrorsHie oF Pusitic Vaccination. — The 
Lords of the Privy Council have conferred upon Dr. Rogers 
(of Grosvenor-street) the inspectorship of public vaccina- 
tion, readered vacant by the resignation, which we noted 
some time ago, of Dr. Wiltshire, who gave up in the early 
part of last year his private practice in London, to become 
one of the inspectors for the purposes of the Compulsory 
Vaccination Act. 


Tae new North Staffordshire Infirmary was opened 
on the 16th instant by the Duchess of Sutherland, there 
being present Lady Florence L. Gower, the Marquis of 
Stafford, and a fashionable assemblage of the nobility and 
gentry. When the ceremony was ended, the Duchess 
— the wards, spoke to each patient, and distributed 

owers. 


Tue Working Men’s Fund for the extension of the 
Queen's Hospitai at Birmingham has reached a total of 
£1981 9s. 4}d., and the rate of progress steadily increases. 
The Committee includes representatives from all the sub- 
scribing works. 

Medical Appointments 
. 

Argry, Mr. G., has been appointed Dispenser at the Wigan Union Work- 
house Infirmary. 

Evans, J., M.B., has been appointed Assistant-Physician to the Victoria 
Hospital for Sick Children. 

Grewoock, J. B., M.B.C.8.8., has been re-elected Medical Officer for the 
Eckington District of the Pershore Union, Worcestershire. 

Hicks, R., M.R.C.5S.E., has beee appointed Medical Officer for the Ramse- 
gate Ripuist of the Isle of Thanet Union, vice H. Curling, F.R.C.8.B., 
resigned. 

Hosprorp, Mr. T. 8., has been appointed House-Surgeon to the Evangelical 
Protestant Deaconesses’ Institute and Training eres Sea. 

Rerra, A., M.D., has been yey Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator 
for the East District of the City Parish, Aberdeen, vice J. Christie, 
M.D., deceased. 

Symons, H. E., M.R.C.8.E., has been appointed House-Surgeon to St. Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital. 

Watrorp, Mr. E., has beer appoiuted Resident Medical Officer to the Rams- 
gate and St. Lawrence Royal Dispensary. 

Eeratrvm.—Dr. R. T. Lodge and Mr. G. E. Walker have been appointed 
additional Honorary Surgeons to the Liverpool Cancer and Skin 





pital, not “ Assistant Medical Officers,” as stated in our last issue. 


. > . 
Pirths, Hlarriages, and Deaths. 
BIRTHS. 
Awevs.—On the 16th inst., at Wentworth-place, Neweastle-upon-Tyne, the 
wife of James Aeworth Angus, M.B.C.5.E., L.5.A., of a daughter. 
Garprren.—On the 18th inst., at Portmadoe, North Wales, the wife of 
Samuel Griffith, M.D., of a son, still-born. 
Krve.—On the 19h inst., at Rochford, Essex, the wife of Thomas King, 
M.R.CAS.K,, of a son. 
War on the 2ist inst., at Woodstock, the wife of Dr. Gregory White, of 


a daughter. 
Wooprovsr.—On the 19th inst., at the wife of 
Thoms Janes Weodhooss MD. FECE, toe 








MARRIAGES. 


Crarxns—Pane.—(n the 0th inst., at the Parish Church, Preston, Lancashire, 

fred F.8. Clarke, M.D., Royal Artillery, only son of the late Frederick 

H. Clarke, Esq., Barrister, of Lincoln’s-ina, te Janet Annie, youngest 
darghter of the Rev. Canon Parr, Rector of Preston. 

Dicxson—Paur.—On the Sth inst., at the Parish Church, Preston, Lan- 
eashire, Charlies Anthony Dickson, kxq., second eon of J. Diekson, Beq., 
¢ West Cliffe, Preston, to Louise Harriett, daughter of the Rev. Uanon 

‘arr. 

Tarvor—Boxewniu.—On the 22nd of Sept., at the Carolina Nitrate of 
Soda Works, in the Province of Tarapaca, Pera, Arthor Trevor, M_8.C.S., 
M.RB.C.P., to Bnriqueta, daughter of the late lr. Bokenham, of lquique. 

Woop—Jonzs.—Oe the 13th inst. af the Parweh Charch, Dymehareh, 
Francis Henry Wood, M.R.CS., L.S.A.. of New Romney, to Emily 
Florence Stoakes, eldest daughter of John Jones, Esq., of Grove Honse, 
Dymchurch. 


DEATHS. 
Bace.—On the 20th inst., at his residence, 28, Talbot-road, William Bagg, 
66. 


Haypysrps.—On the 8th inst., at Stokesley, Yorkshire, Hannah, wife of 
John Hepburn Handyside, Surgeon. 

Mozais.—On the 14th inst., John Morris, M.BR.C.S.E., of Burslem, Staffurd- 
shire, aged 59. 

Surru.-—On the 20th inst., at Weston-super-Mare, Nathaniel 
late of Clifton, in his 88th year. 

Woop.—On the 13th inst., Samuel Wood, M.B., of 
aged 63. 


Hotes, Short Comments, and Anstoers to 
Correspondents, 


Tae Rvapow Acctpgrt Hosritat. 

We have received a letter from Dr. Burton, repiying to our annotation of a 
fortnight since, and explaining that as each colliery has a surgeon attached 
to it, and is bound to find all surgical appliances and medicines, he and 
his colleague, Mr. Roberts, had expressed their willingness to act in the 
same manner towards the inmates of the hospital, who would in all pro- 
bability have been their Club patients had they remained in their own 
homes. This is exactly the explanation we anticipated in our article; and 
under the peculiar circumstances of the district, and the fact that the 
hospital is to be restricted to cases of accident, the arrangement is no 
doubt justifiable, particularly as we understand that the surgeon will 
receive the same remuneration for each case whether in hospital or 
not. At the same time this peculiar case must not be drawn inte a pre- 
cedent in village hospitals, where vo restriction is placed on the admission 
of patients, and where the parish doctor is the proper attendant of the 
actual poor. Already complaints reach us that Poor-law surgeons are de- 
frauded of their fees by the admission of paupers into local charities, and 
the profession should set its face in the country no less than in town 
against being burdened with gratuitous labour. 


Smith, F.R.C.8., 


Bandon, Co. Cork, 


Tas Lowpor Untow Socrery. 

Ws are glad to find that thie Society, which aims at supplying students at 
the colleges and medical schools of London with « means of meeting for 
the discussion of political and social questions similar to that enjoyed at 
Oxford and Cambridge in the well-known “Unions” of those Universities, 
is making steady and satisfactory progress. We had the pleasure of being 
present at the Society's debate on Wednesday evening, the 15th instant, 
at King’s College, upon the proposition “ That the influence of the Public 
Press, generally considered, is destructive of Political Morality,” and can 
bear witness to the ability with which the subject was handled. The 
opener, Mr. Purcell, of the University of London, who, by the way, avowed 
himself “a journalist,” fought with considerable bravery an up-hill battle 
ip attempting to prove a number of assertions, all tending to brand the 
press of this country with a character of the most noxious description ; 
while the gentleman who led the opposition (Mr. Numa Hartog, B.A. of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, and Senior Wrangler of 1868), had clearly the 
sympathy of a large audience entirely with him in bis calm and persuasive 
exposition of the fallacies of his opponent. The speech of the evening, 
however, was that of a gentleman (Mr. Ootton), who, as a member of the 
Oxford Union, was present as a visitor. It was a logical, incisive, and irre- 
futable argument throughout in favour of the press, and was listened to 
with intense gratification, as was evident from the applause which greeted 
the speaker when he sat down. In the end a majority of 25 against 5 votes 
attested the belief of the Society in the generally upright and honourable 
manner in which English journalism is conducted. 


Barituvzone Uxiox. 

Tae guardians of this union lately adopted a resolution, ealling on the Peor- 
law Commissioners to institute a swora inqairy into the death of an inmate 
of the workhouse there, named Hyland, who died saddealy whilst ia that 
institution. The Commissioners, however, have refused to grant an in- 
quiry in the matter. The medical officer, Dr, Kelly, considered the woman 
to have died from disease of the heart. We understand that the guardians 
seem inclined to hold an investigation whether the Commissioners wil) 
agree to it or not. 


X. ¥. Z—Carpenter’s Human Physiology ; Milne-Edwards. 
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Sir Parercxe Don's Hosrrrar, Dusur. 

Ws learn that Dr. McDowel, late one of the surgeons to the above hospital, 
has been dismissed by the Provost and Fellows of Trinity College for what 
they term “irregular and insufficient attendance,” the sole charge being 
that Dr. McDowel did not always visit the hospital on Sunday. We hope 
such a flagrant act will not be allowed to pass unnoticed, and that the in- 
vestigation which Dr. McDowel requested will be forced upon those who 
have acted so harshly in the matter. We are also sorry to find that Dr 
McDowel’s place has since been filled up, and regret that any gentleman 


should have accepted the appointment until a due investigation had been 
held. 


Tae Retative Mortarity or Orricers anp Mey. 

Ovr contemporary the Pall Mall Gazette asks a pertinent question, and one 
which men of Indian experience have often asked themselves—viz.: To 
what the relative infrequency of epidemic disease among officers is to be 
attributed? Vital statistics of officers do not exist, and the Sanitary 
Commissioner, in his Report for 1868, has proposed to collect them for ten 
years. Still, on looking over the records of epidemic cholefafin India, it 
appears to be the fact that officers and their families have suffered fela- 
tively far less than the men. There are several important conditions 
wherein soldiers in India differ from their officers. 

A New Form or Reetsrratioy. 

A Medical Registrar of Births and Deaths sends for our inspection a copy of 
a new form, which, it seems, has just been supplied from Somerset House 
to the registrars throughout the country for use by them in making 
their quarterly returns of births and deaths to the Registrar-General. 
This new form sets forth with much precision certain items of information 
which the Registrar-General tells the registrars “it is very desirable for 
general sanitary purposes should be obtained every quarter ;” as, for ex- 
ample, the number of deaths oceurring from small-pox, measles, scarlet 
fever, diphtheria, whooping-cough, fever, diarrhea, and cholera in every 
registration sub-district. Our correspondent admits the utility of such a 
return; but he says that it will give the registrars much additional 
trouble, for which they ought to be, but apparently will not be, remu- 
nerated. We fully endorse the proposition that the registrars (who, 
except in large town districts, are very inadequately paid for their work) 
ought not to be saddled with the labour of supplying information not 
originally contemplated by the terms of their appointments, without an 
increase of their pay. But we have too often urged the Registrar-General 
to obtain the information he now asks the registrars to give, not to hear 
with gratification that an endeavour to ascertain systematically the extent 
to which the principal zymotic diseases have been fatal throughout the 
country every quarter, is about to be made. The medical officer of the 
Privy Council has said that such information is necessary to the efficient 
working of his department. As medical journalists, we know that it 
will be highly useful to us, and we are bound to say that the Registrar- 
General has only performed a public duty in requiring the registrars to 
farnish him with it for publication. We trast that our correspondent will 
for himself determine to comply loyally with the requirements of the new 
form, and that he will use any influence he may possess with other regis- 
trars to induce them to do likewise. The proper and politic course for the 
registrars to pursue is to give the information asked for, and at the same 
time to combine for the purpose of bringing a definite statement of their 
grievances and of the redress they desire, before the Registrar-General. 

Mr. F. Drummond Smith's communication shall be noticed in our next 
number. 

Tae Apornecartes Act. 

H. H. S.—No action has been brought for recovery of the penalty under 
the Apothecaries Act since December, 1867. If the person to whom our 
correspondent refers acts as he describes in medical cases, he would make 
himself liable to the penalty under the Apothecaries Act ; and if the evi- 
dence would warrant the institution of proceedings, we have reason to 
believe the Society would give its sanction to this course. The Medi- 
eal Act of 1858 is that under which such proceedings are now generally 
taken; but that is only violated by a false use of medical titles, which 
does not seem to be an element in this case. 


E. W.—Dextrine has long been employed by surgeons for the purpose sug- 
gested, but possesses no special advantage. 

Mapicat Practics 1y Mippixsnorover. 

A CoRRESPONDENT gives us particulars, from which it would seem that 
medical practice is conducted in a very undignified wey in this large and 
increasing town. Unqualified assistants do a great deal of the work. 
“A Physician” (L.R.0.P. Edin.) attends at a chemist’s shop daily, and, it 
is said, calls on customers of the chemist, often patients of other medical 
men, for the impecunious sum of sixpence! A public vaccinator is said 
to send his pupil to hunt up cases. An unqualified assistant, after long 
years of assistantship, has commenced practice under the wing of a sur- 
geon residing many miles distant. The people of Middlesborough should 
demand to be attended by properly qualified persons, and should prefer 

_ those who charge more than sixpence for their visits. 

Mr. A. Brocard Boutland—We shall be glad to receive the letter men- 
tioned, and probably to publish it. 

Wer much regret that Dr. Parkes's communication arrived so late as to pre- 
clude the possibility of its insertion this week. 


* Watford. —Perbaps an hydatid or an aborted ovum, 








Tue Syn Testrmontar. 

Wrra regard to the Syme Surgical Fellowship, intended to perpetuate the 
name of Professor Syme in connexion with the Edinburgh Chair of Clinica) 
Surgery, we have to correct an error into which a contemporary has fallen. 
The Executive Committee make it one of the conditions under which the 
Fellowship is to be competed for, that didates shall be graduates in 
Medicine of the University of Edinbargh. The competition is not to be 
restricted to Masters in Surgery of the University. 





Rerarsixne Fever. 

A corrEsronprENt informs us that there are now two vagrants in the 
Southam Workhouse suffering from relapsing fever. It is suggested that 
it would be a matter of some interest, now vagrancy occupies so much of 
the public mind, to know to what extent they are capable of disseminating 
infectious disease, and adding to the poor rates, and to the labours of the 
Poor-law medical officers. 

Disce Ferenda Pati.—The Army Medical Regulations and Prof. Longmore’s 
Report on the Transport of the Wounded. 

A Country Surgeon.—Our correspondent’s last letters are safely to hand, and 
will receive attention. 

Ow1ne to the large amount of space oceupied by the Index this week, and 
the length to which our annual y has ily extended, we are 
compelled to hold over numerous important papers, and to defer notice of 
several communications. 

ConriGENpa.—The name of the medal and prize to which we referred on 
page 855 of our last impression was misprinted “ Alexandra.” It should, 
of course, have been “ Alexander.” — Also, in the first line of the second 
paragraph of our Edinburgh correspondent's letter, p. 859, for “Surgeons,” 
read “ Physicians ;” and in the fourth line of the following page, for “ J)r. 
Charles Well,” read “ Dr. Charles Bell.” 











Hodical Diary of the Wek, 


Monday, Dec. 27. 


Sr. Marx’s Hosprrar.—Operations, 1} P.x. 
Roya. Lonpoy Orntaataic Hosrrrat, Moonrretps,—Operations, 10} a.m. 
MerropourtaNn Free Hosprrar.—Operations, 2 r.m. 


Tuesday, Dec, 28. 


Royat Lorpow Orarxaturc Hosprtat, Moorrreips.—Operations, 10} a.m. 
Guy's Hosprrau.—Operations, 1} p.m. 

Westminster Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 P.x. 

Natiowat Ontaopapic Hosrrray.—Operations, 2 p.m. 

Roya Free Hosrrrau.—Operations, 2 rp. 

Royat Lystirvtioy.—3 v.a. Prof. Tyndall, “On Light.” (Juvenile Lectures, ) 


Wednesday, Dec. 29. 


Royat Lorpow OpntTHataic Hosrrrat, Moorrreips.—Operations, 10} a.w. 
Mippuixesex Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 p.m. 

Sr. Bantxovomew’s Hosprtay.—Operations, 1} p.m. 

Sr. Taomas’s Hosprrau. ions, 14 P.m. 

St. Mary's Hosprran.—Operations, 1} P.a. 

Great Norturken Hosprtay, tions, 2 p.m. 

University CorteGe Hosprtat.—Operations, 2 p.x. 

Lowpon HosrrraL.—Operations, 2 p.m. 


Thursday, Dec. 30. 


Rovat Loxpow Orwrgaturc Hosprtat, Moonrraips.—Operations, 10} 4.1. 
Sr. Gzorer’s Hosprrav.—Operations, 1 P.x. 

University Cotises Hosrrrar.—Operations, 2 P.«. 

West Loxpow Hosrrtat.—Operations, 2 P.x. 

Royat OrtHorapi0 Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 P. _ 

Centeat Lonpox Orwtaataic Hosprran.—Operat 

Roya Lystiretion.—3 P.M. . Tyndall, “On Light” - a tal Lectures.) 


Friday, Dec. 31. 
Royat Lowpor Ornrmatmrc Hosrrrar, peceeaene, ee 10} a.m. 
Wesrauinster Orxtaatuic Hosprtar.—Operations, 
Czunraat Loxpon OraTRALMIC pen tO ar ees oy ry PM. 


Saturday, Jan. 1. 





Sr. Taoms’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 9} a 

Royat Lowpow Orarmatmrc Hosprrat, Wocuvrarns.—Operations, 10} aw. 
Rovat Free Hosrrran.—Operations, 2 P.«. 

Sr. Banrwotomew’s Hosprran.—Operations, 1} P.u. 

Krve’s Cotpeae Hosrrta,.—Operatio me P.M. 

Cuanrve-cross Hosrrrat.—Operations, 

Roya Iysrrrvrion.—3 P.st. Prof. Tyndall, "On Light.” (Juvenile Lectures.) 








TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LANCET. 


For 7 lines and under ......... £0 4 6] Porhalfa page .............2712'0 
For every additional line...... O O CL POR S Page ....cccnccrrcerrreerr 6 0. 0 


The average number of words in each line is eleven. 
Advertisements (to ensure insertion the same week) should be delivered at 
the Ulien nat, at then Wodneadag s thegp Gem the conntap sana basseam- 
panied by a remittance, ; 
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Boeck, Professor, 721 

Bogg, Mr. T. W., scarlet fever, 628 

Boggs, Dr. A., metallic poisoning, 426 

Bombay, sanitary state of, 554 

Borderland, 401 

Botanists, medical, 426 

Bowes, Mr. R., on seurvy, 461 

Bradford, experiments with the sewage at, 648; 
Philo oe al Society, 588 

Bradley, Mr. 8. M., introduc tory address by, 556; 
Manual of Comparative Anatomy and Physio- 
logy (review), 808 

Brady, Dr., M.P., 219, 256 

Braidwood, Dr., on animal vaccination, 152 

Bran for babies, 309 
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Convalescent hospitals, 851 
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Cornwall, bese on fees in, 482 
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neglect, a, 350 
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